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Telephone: (049) 52 8569

President: Peter Mclauchlan
Secretary: Peter Phillipo
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The aims of the Club ate: 7o encourage end further

the studi and conservation of Australian birde and

trein halitat and to encowrage biwd olserwding ao a
dleisure tine cctiviti.

THE DECEMBER 7993 MEETING.

The Decenber Clubnight wes held on Wedneoday the Str.  The end of year
neeting had a d@ﬂuemumu.pounat to the usual cabwuumhto, thete was no

T Birwd Call, Biwd of the Evening or Gueot Speaier.  Menbero weie ilnwited
N 10 show their olides and Xeith faverick entertained us with some of his
reosulto Lacn e 70 month camping tiip eround Australia. Zeith recorded
3,308 eightinag and 345 species on hie travels.
N The evening ed witn the Chiistnas Rallle and the uoucl oupper, nany
thanks to all nealers who supplied such an excellent variety ol fLood.
Qbservation reports from December weeting
Nov. 2 Australian Hobby 1 Mayfield T.Clarke
7 " " . 1 ”" "
15 " w ' 1 " "
7 Great Cormorant 2 Throsby Creek "
12 Red-capped Plover 2 " "
20 Eastern Curlew 4 " "
20 Bar-tailed Godwit 1 " "
— 20 Red-capped Plover 1 " "
20 Ruddy Turnstone 10 " "
25 White-bellied Sea Eagle 1 Carrington "
X 26 Red-capped Plover 1 " "
B 28 Yellow rumped Thornblll 2 Tighe's Hill TAFE "
“wov.16 Scarlet Honeyeater 1 Cardiff North T.Douglass
16 White-cheeked H/eater 1 " " " ‘
Nov.20 Channel-billed Cuckoo 3 Belmont North J.Cockerell
Nov. White-cheeked H/eater 6 Ellalong J.Meynell
New Holland Honeyeater 1 " - "
Nov.1l3 Dollarbird 50-75 Green Hills J.Smith
Nov.17 Little_Corella 31 Morisset A. Lindsey
Dec. 1 Long-billed Corella 21 Morisset "
3 Rainbov Lorikeet 15-20 Tyrrel St. N'cle. R.Parker
6 Latham's Snipe 70 Sandgate Swamp A.Lindsey

NEW MEMBERS .

e,

We extend a vew wawn welcome to the following new memleres:-

Peter Bamford Rankin Park.
Kim Xing and Leonie Hanesen Jewells.

John McLennan Ettalong Beach.
Rhiannon Pond . Tarro. ‘

Membership at the end of 7593 stands at 153.



2.

The Bush Fireas.

J Leel confident that, on behall of all menlews ol the HBCC, 7 can olfer
a heartielt thank you to all the Lire Lighters who worked 40 vewy hard
to fhelp save houses and bush 4in the flewcastle and Lake Macquarie areas.
e are all horrilied and osaddened at the devastation the Lires have
caused to homes, lush and consequently so much flora and fauna.  As
bird watchers, we are concewned at the tremendous loseses that must have
occrred to the bird populotion and perthaps jfuture Losses through dack
o0 habitat.

Editor.

LA E S E R E &R X

A Small Piece ol the Warwunbunales - Octoler, 72883.

Thio was tc be a vew laiel visit, a bare three days, therelore no High

Tops or Breadinife or any ol those athletic triumphs!

The Liret alterncon and the next day leing overcast were good fLor lirding. ™ -
Even ithe koalas were out and clout. Cur Liwst night canping threatened -
to be a washout - 2" ol rain. e pitched our tante at Camp Wambelong
and zestricted ourselves io the adjacent areas, with a zeconnoitre pasi
Canp Pinchan and up Weost Spirey Creek for part of the way. UWallaly Flat
was the moost productive - Speckled Warlblers, Brown Treecreepers, Yellow-
tuited cnd Striped toneyeaters and dots ol kangarcos.

On a walk along Butbie Creek we saw a good variedu of Uiwds, including
seven iinds of honeyeater, Red-winged Parroits apd a moot beautiful Little
Lairwy~wren which could only have leen the Purple~lacked assimilios race of
the Uariegated Fainy-wren. It was a vivid eplash ol colour as it {oraged
anongest the clumps of grass along the lanks of the watercouwse. There
were Spiny~cheeked Honeyeaters here and all over the place around the
canping area.

Cur next destination was the road approaching, and the Woolshed area itsell,
where we had lbeen todd there would le Turquoise Pariois. o pariots, lut

N

a pair of very unconcerned Common Brongewinge and a collection ol the —
nodisiest Fuscous Honeiyeaters we had ever heard. Howaver, on a site re-

booking trip to the Infornation Centre we acored, at daot, ocur Liroid
Turquodise Parrots. Only wo or three, lut the one we were alle to o
cbverwe beot was a male feeding on the qround and we were able to watch )
hin for about a quarter of an hour. The bailliance of his plumage is ~
breathtaking, and yet, mainly due to his amall size, he almost 'disappears'
in the ground cover.  fNevertheless, once seen, quite unforgettalle. In
this area also seen were Phite-winged Choughe, a Hooded Roluin, Duoky
Yoodewallows and an Emu with six eemi-grown lut atill sirnipey chicks.
Jt was suggeoted a short roadeide sortie leyond the Jeotern entrance to
the Park would be worthwhile. It was. e saw Dianond Firetails,
Doulile~barvied Fincheo, White-lirowed Babilers, Red-wumped Parrots and nests
6L both a Strined Honeyeater and a Crested Shrike-iit. det moot memor-
abde of all were the Rulous Songlarks, darting from one prominent point to
the next and back again, calling almost non-stop cnd 4o doudly, their song
Za;o ﬁ;wwb even as we driove along the road.
o 0 we caught up with otlebirda, Yedllow-throcted Miners
Red-capped Rolrine and Mm—;ﬂacaﬁpzonqmtw. ’
\,\,:Q'Ltog,e/#m a nice dreath of different air, countuy and birds, even L all
100 briet. The country eround Dubibo, ¢dgandra and Coonabarabran was
dooking good, as if they had received more rain than we had near the coast.
Undeoss you need to stock up (no ohop or petrol in the National Park) 9
suggest you track off via Tooraweenah and enter tie Park by the Weasterwn
entrance - sone gravel, lut more ULitumen than there wsed to Ule. You
might even fluke a Spotted Harrier, as we.did!

-

Jenny Meynell

e A
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PORT STEPHENS OUTING - Sunday, 21st November, 1993.

After meeting at Kooragang Island at 6.30 am, a group of
twelve members stopped briefly at the northern end of
Stockton Bridge to view the waders, the tide being half-out.
This stop became extended as there were large flocks there,
but no surprises. 17 species identified.

Next stop was at Tilligerry Habitat at Tanilba Bay. A
group of local residents is working to save and regenerate
this area of 14 hectares and some of our club members are
assisting them with bird-counts. Members of that group
walked with us through the habitat. There were good .
sightings including Dollarbird, Scaly-breasted Lorikeet and
Whistling Kite. Sharing one flowering Jacaranda were Blue-
faced Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill, White-cheeked Honeyeater
and Scarlet Honeyeater. An immature Black-shouldered Kite
puzzled some of us for a while.

At morning-tea we had a marvellous, prolonged view of two
Scarlet Honeyeaters, very close and visible, feeding on a
garden grevillea. Nesting currawongs too. A Koala in the
school grounds was a bonus sighting. 48 species identified.

Later we walked through Koala Park at Lemon Tree Passage
but as the morning was advanced sightings were fewer, Red-
rumped Parrots were evident and we watched a spectacular
exchange, lasting some minutes, between a pair of Whistling
Kites on the one hand and an Australian Raven and a Pied
Currawong on the other, the raven and the currawong taking
turns to battle with the kites. All four birds were very
determined and aggressive in their attacks. Lunch on the
foreshore picked up a few more sightings. 40 species

identified at Lemon Tree Passage.
Max Blanch

NORTHERN INSTRUMENT SERVICES

990 Hunter Street, Newcastle
Ph: 69 4021

SPECIALISING IN SALES AND SERVICE OF:

BINOCULARS
SPOTTING SCOPES AND
TELESCOPES

Binocular Repairs done professionally, quickly
and at reasonable rates



Field Cuiing ic Stanhope Creck.
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S5th Decenber,

o

7393.

Eleven members Lraved the seemingly ominous weather conditions o atiend
the Zield outing to the Stanhope Creek area. . :
the Hunter River croesing with a few species 0L ducks, a Rufows Whistler
and an Ausiralian Xeosirel among oither species. _
nell creek whetre we olserved Rainbow Bee-eaters, Dollcibirds and an Azure

.
At

‘

earlizr, gent we scuruping back to our venicles.
t0 our main destination to tu arid get in sone

opened ug,

The |

The bird count started at

noved on to a

Lioher Lelsore a short sharn shower of aain, which fwad threatened

We decided o head on

Liding lLelore the heavens

Desnite o Ligrt niest of aain and overccet conditions the Stanhope Creel
crea was alive with biwd calls, most noticealde ol which wae our ocwn

Codden Yhistler.

Other prominent oclusewations along the creek bank

included Black-’aced flonarchs, Eastern Sainelills cnd Brown Gerygone,

with at least cne pair of these leautiful litile birds nesiting.

Je

doulbded back cnd headed up the road while a Yedge-tailed E'.a.a/L% soared
overhead and the fiwst of several sightings ol the magnilicently pluned

male Regent Bowerlird was rzcorded.

:

Through e trees dn

e distaice

White-headed cnd Topknot Pigeons were seen, 40 we decided to go on

Lurther to tw and get a closer Look.

mixed Zlock nurbering Lifty odd Zlew over us.

dlater 4in other trecs.
pline White-headed Piceons percired loa all io sez.

Je were soon rewatrded when a
Futther up the wcad we
sa these Uirde again, not feeding lut roosting on a dead tree

and then

There wetre now Ziity zlus Topknots and thirty

Yo came lack down the aocd adding several sgecies as we went, dincluding
Lleaden Flycatcher and Rufous Fantail. As we dined on our prepated

sanduiches, o itistletoelird perched cliligingly £
201 us all to look at hin. :
returwn clmost immediately to hioe esane favour

his eong at the top of his vodice. ~

The bird count was conducted at &

. . s
which was a verwy good elfoat considering the conditiona.
arain threatened to open up, 00 we headed hone.

He would 2y ofl a shoit disiance cnd

Nest test revealed

some surprises

The Australian Museum nest test was
organised to try to find out what the
common nest predators are in cities. how
common they are, whether human
activities affect their behaviour, which
localities have the highest predation risk
and what habitat features have an
important impact on predation rate.

The experiment was to run for two weeks in
September but because there was such an
enormous public response it all took longer
than expected.

More than 2000 people offered to take part
and as 90 per cent of those returned their
observations, an enormous number of
computer data entries resulted.

The overall rate of predation was 64 per
cent and it was shown that predators are
extremely active around human settiement
compared with national parks around
Sydney, which had been shown to be 32 per
cent in an earlier study.

Participators were sent a nest made of half
a tennis ball containing two white, artifical
eggs firmly attached. They were asked to
site it with some care and inspect twice
daily for predator damage to the eggs.

Mine was on a disused clothes line. where it
was difficult to see from the side but
extremely visible from above. It was not
visited by a predator in the 14 days of the
experiment as far as | could teil.

When predation did occur, it usually
happened within the first few days and in
some cases within 30 seconds.

Big birds were the most common culprits.
with small birds accounting for most of the
remainder and cats, rats and possums
playing only a minor part. Rats had
accounted for 25 per cent of predation in
the previous experiment in national parks.

Of the big birds, currawongs were the most
cbmmon predator and others included
magpies, kookaburras, butcherbisds and
ravens. Noisy myna was the mowt - )
commonly observed small bird although a
variety of small native and introduced
species were reported.

The survey showed that pecple who fed
meat to kookaburras were more likely to
have their nest preyed on than people who
did not. This is not conclusive but is
interesting and can be tested later.

The importance of shrubs to protect small
birds is implied by the correlation between
nest height and predation intensiiy because
higher nests suffered greater predation than
lower ones. .

The Austratian Museum nest test will go
ahead again next breeding season and the
public will again be asked to help.

This time it will not be with artificial nests,
s0 if you find a nest in the garden next year,
phone Dr Richard Major on 339 8357 and
ask for data sheets prepared by the Royal
Australasian Ornithologists Union on
which to record your observations.
Photographers might be able to snap
predators and help unravel the puzzie about
declining numbers of willie wagtails.

Three strong recommendations came out of
the survey.

One is the desirability of converting lawns
into shrubberies, particularly hakeas to
provide protection and grevilleasto
provide food.

The second is to reduce the number of
introduced berry-producing plants like
cotoneaster, privet, ochna and camphor
laure! because currawongs feed on these.
And third is not to encourage large birds

mntothe sarden hu feeding the o

N
t alove uws and called
ite branch and recommence
2is tine cnd nuilbered edighty two,
The heavenas
Doug Biddle.
N
e’
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FIELD OUTING REPORT. Stockton/Kooragang 20 January 1994

The first club outing for 1994 took place in ideal weather - warm but not hot, clear and light winds. A total of
18 people attended.

Our first port of call was the Stockton Sewage Works. The highlights here were a single Australasian Shoveler
and hundreds of shearwaters off shore. Across the road about 20 waders posed in full view on a wreck
allowing the group to calibrate its wader identification skills.

We then proceeded to the Stockton Bridge area. Despite the encroachment of noxious weeds this is still a top
birdwatching spot. We timed our visit well and as the tide receded waders arrived in numbers starting with the
Eastern Curlew and then in decreasing order of size to the smaller dotterels and stints.

Highlights here were Eastem Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Red Knot, Terek, Common and Curlew Sandpiper,
Lesser Golden and Mongolian Plover and Greenshank. To relieve the hard work of wader identification we had
a prolonged view of a Collared Sparrowhawk (although one well-respected opinion holds that it may have been
a Peregrine Falcon).

On the eastern side of the bridge we added Red-capped Plover, Red-necked Stint, Whimbrel and Ruddy
Turnstone.

We were fortunate in having with us a number of wader experts to leaven the majority of mere puzzlers.
Thanks to the more experienced for patient guidance and the use of telescopes.

At the conclusion of our Stockton survey we had seen 61 species and some members called it a day. About 10
went on to Kooragang. The "usual" spots of Kooragang Nature Reserve and the ponds by the (now non-
existent) information sign were visited.

We had difficulty of access at both places and the Committee will have to see what it can do to clarify matters.
We did see a large number of Red-necked Avocet, some Black-Winged Stilt, a Marsh Sandpiper and five Marsh
Harrier. We lifted our tally to 73 for the day — which is a bit down on our usual species numbers at
Kooragang/Stockton.

A theme for the day was how much bird habitat was changing — often for the worse. The Stockton Sandspit
situation is to be remedied by the National Parks and Wildlife Service — taking off some soil to allow more of
the area to be inundated at high tides. Kooragang Island just seems to get worse with the inevitable depredation
of construction and industry. In the long term humans and their industry remain a greater source of habitat
decline than even the most severe bushfires.

Thanks to everybody for a good day and excellent company.
Peter Phillips

CASSOWARY HOUSE

Enjoy comfortable accommodation, good food and excellent
guiding to the Cairns coast and Atherton tablelands.

Special Weeks: 25th June — 2nd July; 9 — 16th July
Make up a foursome and any week can be a special week.

Details from: Rita and John Squire
Cassowary House
Kuranda QId 4872
Ph (070) 937318




LIBRARY REPORT. e

HAILZAB.

The Handbook ol Awstralian, flew Zealand and Antarctic 3irds (RANZAB)
is bLeing published in oix volumes, to e conzleted by the end of .zsze,
centuyy. Uolume 1 was pullished 4n llovenber, 7890 and vodune 2.4:1,

tober, 1993. Both vodunes ate now 4n the ./w/m«w 'an.d are availaelle
2o Loan, for a maximum ol one nonth and petnissdion 44 Zeguited Lrom
the Libravian before removal Lion the Libraw:. tallde.

SLIDE REPCRT.

Ann Lindaey hes vewy kindly donated slides to the Librauy.

AUDIO/UIDEC REPORT.

No new additions to the Lilazuy.

..
camgng EVEIUS. -
Weekend 12/13 Canz. I Woto lational Park.
FeliuwauL. Contect: g Graeme C'Connor - 537304. -
| ;
Sunday 20 Felawgul. Fiedd dau: "0ld Bush’ Property.
> weet: .. Freenans Waterhole - <.30 aa.
Contact: : Ann Lindser - 733579.
Wednesdey 9 March. Clubnight: | Shoatlend detland Centre, 7.3
’ Main Feature: Peccy Svoloda, Praject Co-
‘ oadinator, Xoorcgang Jelcic
Jetland Rehabilitation rac =
Jeekend 19/20 Morch. Camp and . lengo lational Ferk.
7ield Dau ‘
Contact: ! Ann Lindsey - 733578 Zor ¢ R
Meet: 5 For Sunday, 20th at laounai
Cutsdde the wine lLer - 7 an.
Contact Ann loa anu enquirics
Eanster Jeelend. Canp: 'lilzmgho,m Gap.
7 - 4 Aprid. Contact: Peter iclauchlan - 3353224,
Jedneoday 13 Anil.  Clubnight: | Shoatland Jetland Centre. 7.3
{ reatiwre: Suest Spealer Zron flciional
' satis & Wildlile Sewdce ‘the

: 2ode ¢ reanopalliddtion al [1P
Please note that this year's nroaranme will ve cllected i bush’ire danage.
tes to the proaranme will Ue aduv.ised 4in ‘uture newsletters and ct

.. Clbnighite. Sn the meantime, it 4¢ a aood idea to check with the contact

peraon foa each ouiina +if an area feen all bu L4 3
ol further bushlires.
T S R S R r——

The otatenents and opinions expressed in ihis newsletter are the
reoponailidities ol the cuthors concewned. 7The HBOC relies on the
reputetion and dntegrity of advertisers for the zuality and nature
ol their products and serv.iceas. .

Editon.,

-



