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The aims of the Club are: To encouwrage and further
the study and coneervation of Auetralian Uirds and
their habitat and to encoutage bird olbserving as a

THE APRIL MEETING.

At the April Clubnight held on Wedneosday the 8th, the evening commenced
wmmmcmoﬁmmwmg Presented by Jeanette Sitephenson,
U»{Awa/.sﬂou_owatbg.&vcd,a#the&ueru’nq,wzdﬂlax&anchgaueazta,l,konthe
Buoh Thick-knee. The Main Feature =. a most Anteresting talk given by
— B&«que,twhbtefwadonhuucen/ttuptoﬂmﬂwtmtéc.

The fodlowing olbservations were recorded:-

Black-necked Stork - 2 at Wyee and 1 at Wyong.

Glosey Jbie - 20+ at Woodberry Swanmp.

Grey Goshawk - near Tickhole Tunnel and at East Maitland.

White~bellied Sea-fagle ~ Several sightings dincluding
nesting at the BHP Goll Course.

Peregrine Faleon - at Minmi and Xooragang Jeland.

Glossy Black-Cockatos ~ at Buttala.

Albina Australian Magpie - at Yarrawong, Uictoria.

€d Hamonet gave members a very comprehensive brieling on the Newsletters
and periodicals availalde in the L[i .

~ M&UMW4WWMMOMO{MUULQLMWMMW,
this one on his return to Weastern Canada in January and February, 1992.
Moﬁ%@&#t'ampom,moougaﬂmwa ing 4n Asda are in the
Library and available to all members.

‘ Three new books purchased for the Librarny are:-

~ Bush Quest by Robin HilL.
Cry of a Bird by Dorothy Yglesias.
A Terrnitory of Birds by Michael Sharland.

flew additions to the Audio/Video Library are:-
Sounds of the High Country - CD and Cassette.
Uideo on Rainforest.

Cassette Mo, 6 of BOCA Auwstralian Bird Song Series.

NEW MEMBERS .

We extend a verwy warm welcome to the tollowing new membenr:-
Stan Etheridge Glendale.

We welcome Uack as a membenr:-

Paul Huolohan lloath Lambiton.



Easter Camp

2.

- _"Caplton",

Cunnedah -

17-20 April, 7992.

On Good Friday, seventeen keen bird observers set up camp on a

plwwvth,d,l/:«(de on the Shanley's property,
view of the surrounding countryeide.

"Carlton",
Ao the area was very dry, there

with a dLovely

had leen no rain for two monthe, no camplires could le Lit and birdcall

wao held around the Hamonet'as lantern!

However, there was plenty of

underground water pumped up by windmills for the stock and thie provided

an ddeal olserwation point.

Several of our members Look a.d.uarpta,q.e of

this and could be seen sitting comfortabdy on their chairs 4in the heat
of the day, watching the Pea,caﬂw(. and Bar-shouldered Doves, Red-capped

Roline, Spiny-cheeked, S4i

y White-plumed and Brown-headed Honey-

eaters, Zebra and Double~barred Finches as they came to the water-

trough near our camp.

There were several good halbitate for lirding; the open fLieldas,
dLots of burrs, road owuwﬁa/cm ctwgzd duy oclerophyll foreot, 4h,ad.y.
up to rocky hills outcropo.
mm to see two Southern Boolbooks who rose up from the
ground as we approached.
The weather was good on the whole, though rather windy for the

#uwatatwoday,owzdm,g/vto

the windier

Jt was here that we

Actually, 4t seemed we oaw more ULirds on

Thanks to zth,e, eflforts of ene/u],@tcc lu)cd.a/.) who ranged far and wide

and to some unusual esightings, as
the property, a very

was achlieved.

pelicans gliding high over
4a/t,w,£y/mq, count of 99 opecies, including 2 heard,
The last two added were Blue Bonnets and Houwse Spa)z)cowo,

seen on the Tueosday as the remaining campers left.

There was a ougges—

tion that we included 'feral chicken', a rooster heard crowing eardy
one moaning, but we resioted the temptation!
AL in all, it was a very pleasant and
birding and socialieding were equally enjoyable.
Beth and John Cockerell.

Mist- nelung prowdes invaluable
information about bird populations
(Photo: G. Tucker)

World Birdwalch (14 No.1)

(AR ER SRR}

MIST-NET PROBLEMS

In the last World Birdwatch (13,4:5)we

reported a ban on the sale or export of
mist-nets in Japan. This was largely the
result of pressure from the Wild Bird
Sociely of Japan and other environ-
mental groups, as well as an ICBP reso-
lution passed at the 1991 World Con-
ference. This resolution was based on
an alarming increase of illegal trapping
with mist-nels in Asia and Europe.
The Japanese have moved with cx-
emplary speed and thoroughness o
address the problem. This has led to

March, 1992.

IEEEEESER R

NEW SOUTH WALES WADER STUDY GROUP.

canp, where the

the unfortunate side-effect of research

institutions and scientists in Europe and —

America (including one of ICBP's own
field projects) being unable to obtain
misl-nets from Japan. Mist-nets are, of
course, essential tools for a great num-
ber of field programmes.

ICBP has brought this serious prob-
lem to the altenlion of the Japanese
government and asked for a simple
mechanism whereby bona fide research-
ers and ornithologists can oblain the
nets without undue problems. 1CBP
will keep interested parties informed of
the outcome of these discussions.

The articles on page 3 are taken from the Newsletter of the NSW Wadenr

Stud oup - Apnid, 7992.
of eidgl)b month at the Australian Museum.
Outings be of

Sep,tembe/”:ag6/ 27 - Xooragang Jeland, Cannon-netting.
Xooragang IJeland, Cannon-netting.

The.ir

are held on the 3rd Thursday
The following datees for Field

interest - July 18/19 - Xooragang Jsland, Cannon-netting

Decenbltu 12/13 -

Contact - Phil Straw - 018-464189.
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WADER COUNTS

Wadcer counts are being insticated on a regular basis and will be coordinattd where
possible 1o assess the importance of feeding and roosting sites throughout NSW.
Members are invited to join groups visiting important sites on a regular basis,
occasional field expeditions to remole welland areas or (o make regular counts at
their favourite wader spot.

With the loss of a high percentage of wader habitats due to development and habitat
degradation it is becoming more important (o monitor wader populations and
identify any threats to their habitot, Areas which will visited on a regular basis at
Keoragang Idand, Hexham, Hunter Wetlands, Nelson Bay, Port Macquarie,
IHawarra and the Syduey arca. However, wader counts made at any time at any site
are uscful and will be added to our database. Where possible counts should be
recorded on one of our count sheets which is designed fo include mfonn.mon such as
site ducnpnon weather conditions, time and date.

INTERESTING WADER RECOVERIES

We have recently had some good recoveries of waders caught at Kooragang Island as
detailed below:

A Terek Sandpiper banded at Kooragang Island on 12th November 1977 was
recaptured at the same location on 18th January 1992 over 14 years and 2 months
after banding. We have also recently caught two other Terek Sandpipers that were
over 10 years old. [the Terek banded in '77 has travelled about 200,000 km since
banding Ed.}

A Curlew Sandpiper banded at Roebuck Bay, Broome, WA on the 30th August 1981
was recaptured at Kooragang Island on the 8th December 1991 over 10 years and 3
months after Landing. This is one of only a handful of records of birds banded in
NW Australia that have been recaptured on the east coast of Australia. It perhaps
adds some support to the theory that many Palaearctic waders entering Australia in
the Broome - 80 Mile Beach area and, after building up reserves, fly across Australia
to the east coast for the summer. It is only with banding studies that this information
can be gathered.

A Golden Plover banded on Kooragang Island on the 2lst December 1984 was
recaptured at the same location on the 17th Noveniber 1991 over 6 years and 2
months aflter Landing. This may bLe the first recovery of an Australian banded
Golden Plover. The only previous recovery was of an American bird recovered in
Australia. This has inspired the NSWWSG to concentrate on this species, where
possible, as there is very little data on movements, longevity, etc. on these birds. Also
there are doubts regarding the status of some of the sub-species and we hope that
data gathered from banding might be able to clarify this situation.

The above recoveries have raised our enthusiasm about the value of the banding
studies. We therefore encourage other members who may be interested to come and
join us on our banding excursions. There is nothing quite so humbling as holding a
little bird weighing no more than 60 grams that has made 14 return flights across the
world from Siberia to Australia.

-

Graham Fry



4.
Birdas of ELdlalong.

Since coming to Ellalong from a different region nearly three years
ago, J have kept a rough record of Uirds observed around the garden,
at the lird bLath and in the surrounding area.

tllalong ie mainly a 'new' village, with people lbuilding, empty blockas,
thees Leing cut down and a few old places. The countryy s hard, mainly
eucalypts and bursaria on surrounding mine land. lWe mise out on a Lot of
the coastal moisture, o0 the drought wae hard going. Jam tuyping to
eostallish some Lird attracting shubas.

Anonget the usual common sightings are Grey-crowned Balbllero. Some
of the less common species around are Australian Xestrel, Yellow-tailed
Black~Cockatoo - heard more than seen, Auotrallan Xing-Parrol, Channel~-
billed Cuckoo, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Fuscous Honeyeater - 4 at the lird
bath one day and Satin Bowerlird - a fully codowred male feeding at the
back door for about a quarter of an hour on one occasdion., The
number of osightings are in the non-everyday or once only adightings Liok,
which includes; two proballe excapees, a very vocal Cockatiel and a
Mallee Ringneck feeding on the ground.  Others are Rainbow Lorikeet,
Crimson Rosella, Red-aumped Parrot, Common Xoel, White-winged Triller,
Restless Flycatcher, White-throated Gerygone, Uaried Sittella, Strliped
Honeyeater, Regent foneyeater, Olive-backed Oriole and Duoky Woodewallow.

The Liste do not include the lbirds of the lagoon area, which completel
dried up lefore all the rain of this osummer. My List of olservations to
carly this year 4is about 60, Jam osure J have missed a Lot and J wae away
for two months dast epring.

Jenny Meynedl.

deodk ok kN kN

A Shortland Wetland Centre lbreeding program o replenish the Huntenr's
depleted magpie geese population had its first succeds last week with the
appearance of 17 fluffy goelings.

Magpie geese welre once plentiful in the region's waterwayo but hunting
and habitat destrusction by Europeans virtually wiped them out of the Hunte
around the turn of the century. The birde are now very rare in Australia' 4
southern States.

The Wetlande Centre otarted its magpie geede lreeding program in 1987
with the introduction of lirde from the Serendip Research Station , 4in
UVictordia.

The centre's adult flock now numbere about 100 but, until now, these
relocated lirds have never lred here.

The centre's aseistant director, Geoff Winning, lbelieves that the dry
cardy summer followed by very wel conditions created the night environmental

clutch of 14 goslinge under the care of- five adults. And another three
babies were found, apparently deserted by their parente.

The Wetland's ostaff prefer noi to interfere with the lirds, which roam
freely around the centre, but decided the three orphans' best chance at
owwival dlay in human hande.  The centre's magpie geese lreeding program
is the only one of its kind in the State. Jt 4is hoped the Uirds brought
to the centre from Victoria and their offopring will eventually spread
throughout the Hunter and perhaps even to other partes of NSUW.

Some. of the lLirds have already ventured to other parte of Hexham Swamp

ok KRk KOk K



5.
Birdwatching on Lord Howe IJsland.

An oppo ity to holiday on a Pacific island with a well-known
ownith oﬁﬁm a group of Like-minded people leing } too good to
pass up, we joined Richard Jordan and eleven other Uirdwatchers for
Emu Tours' week on Lord Howe Jeland towards the leginning of Felrwary.

A spectacular Low-level approach over the clear coral-lbottomed
dagoon ended a two hour fLight from Sydney.  Accommodation at
Somerset Apartments wae in comfortalle self-contained units .au}f)wund,ed
by dush tropical gardens. Breakfast and lunch were D.J.Y., with food
provided by Richard, while dinner was taken at a different lLeAta.Luum,t ,
each evening, providing Uoth variety and the opportunity l}oa, an evening
walk or cycle. Our group was fortunate to have the services of Jan
Hutton, author of eeveral books on the {oland, who oshowed ws many
( ing phenomena related to the reef, the vegetation and the liids.

While relatively few opecies of Lirde are seen on Lord que, some of
them comprise numerous individuale. The sealirds, dn pa/bt—LCU/L.a)L, made.
for  spectacular viewing and we rapidly became fanas of Red-tailed-
Tropiclinds, Sooty Terns, White Tewns, Black-winged Petrels, Common and
Black Noddies and Masked Boolies. Hundreds of Fleshy-footed Shear-
waters flew into their nests each evening, creating a din in the foresi.
Green-winged Pigeons were forever scuriying away from advancing feet oz
bycyle tyres.  Some excellent sightinge of the famous woodhen wenre also
to le had. ,

Owganisation of the tour wae both good-humouwred and competent and
every effort was made to take us to points of maximum interest.

While we would hesitate to recommend Lord Howe as a destination for
those with young children, it io a mawellous place for the nature
dover who can choose activities ranging from the most relaxed to the
moost otrenuoud. For birdwatchers it o,&ﬁuci unhuriied olbeervation of
osome. magnificent sealirde from dindecently close quarters - except that
the Providence Petrel winteres on top of Mount Gower, lut that will have
to e the eulbject of a future contribution.

Philippa Hodgine and Adrian Ryan.

LA EERE R R LN

Wetlands may get new lease of life

WETLANDS in the Maitland lands could be performed by com- In the submission, Maitland

area may be turned into regional
environmental parks for wildlife
and recreation if a submission to
the' NSW Minister for the En-
vit;rgnmept, ‘Mr Moore, gets the
noa.

The submission, from Maitland
Lancare group, secks l‘undh\m a
study defining the wetland d-
_aries, a concept plan for their devel-
opment as parks and a land acqui-
sition strategy. :

If the Government approves the
funding required to conduct the
study, the six neglected wetlands
may get a new lease of life.

wetlands are in Telarah,
Wentworth, Bolwarra, Woodber-
ry/Thomton, Oakhampton and
around Four Mile Creek from Mor-
P w%'um if the S
t was e State
Go:'hernmm; lﬂf:‘ll:ildd cquitall‘& initial
studies an a on pro-
.gram, the rehabilitation of the wet-

munity groups.

Potential existed to turn the
parks incorporating Bomse. cyels and
parks incorpora orse, cycle an
walking trails, - gi:d observation
points and playing fields.

Community groups, private
business, the Hunter Catchment
Management Trust and the
National 8oil Conservation gerogmm
for the development would be asked
for help and funding.

ident of Maitland Land-

care, Ald Mark Maher, said Mait-

land’s wetlands had suffered severe

degradation caused by over-clearing
vironment

.of the natural en

He said the area's wetlands had
been affected by the removal of ori-
ginal tree cover.

But, despite the dﬁrudation, the
wetlands had remained a significant
habitat for water birds and was fre-

gumted by migratory species from
apan. .

The Maitland Herald - 15th Aprnil, 1992.

Landcare noted that since 1979 the
Hunter Bird Observers Club had
identified more than 140 species in
the Bolwarra Wetlands alone.

Migratory waterfowl from Japan
visited the wetlands and Australia
was bouxtld'“lg Jln international

emen apan to (]

mmut of water birds uharedpm;y
the two nations.

The wetlands also provided a
habitat for indigenous water birds.

A o g
pro
was already in public hands. This
would lessen the need for a wide-
spread and etpensive land . acqui-

Of the wetlands identified, the
M /Four Mile Creek area was
ingled out as top priority. Most of
&e land belontl tﬁld ) Hunte(ll'
ater Corporation, road an
rail access, and was close to residen-

tial development.



THE WAY. MEETING. : .

The May Clubnight was held on Wednesday 13th, the evening commenced with
Bird Call and Judith Smith presented the Striped Honeyeater, this was
followed by Bird of the Evening, the Large-~tailed llightjar was presented
by Peter MclLauchlan who based hio talk on sightings at Julatten and
Jron Range. Then the new segment of the Clubnight, a discuissdion on a
previouedy chosen species. lMlany members contriluted coneideralile
Anformation on the Spangled Drongo. The Mlain Feature was a talk on
the Flying Behaviour and Mortality of mafor Waterbird Species, a paper
commissioned by Pacific Power and giwen by Michael Murray, who 4is a
Research Assdietant at the Shortland Wetland Centre.

The following observations were recorded:-
Channel-b.idled Cuckoo - Tyrrell St. lNewcastle.
Regent Honeyeater - Munghorn Gap Nature Reserve.
Black Bittern - Buttaba.

Mangrove Heron - Buttalba. - a
Additions to the April List:- ’
Black Bittern - Butitaba. S -
Mangrove Heron - Buttalba.

Rufows Night Heron - Buttala.

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo ~ Berowra. -
Gang-Gang Cockatos - Ellalong.

Mangrove Warbler - Stockton Sandepii.

Donation to the Library.

Margaret Piefke has very kindly donated a copy of "Birde of Load Howe
Jeland" by Jan Hutton. Thie 4is a very recent publication and 44':

inscribed by the author, the book ie more than a Field Guide, presenting
much hiotorical Anformation about the ieland and its people and their

use of birde etc.. Margaret is a former member of HBOC and has been a -
resddent nursing sieter on Lord Howe Jeland, <he has now retirned o NSYW

and is Living in Sydney, we look fomward to welcoming her back to lNewcastle ™
in the near future.

LI EERE X RE Y]

From the Desk of the Secretary.

Currently I hold pamphlets for the following birdwatching
holidays and venues:-

Eyre Bird Observatory, West.Aust; Barren Grounds Bird
Observatory, NSW; Gipsy Point Lodge, vic; Cassowary House,
Kuranda, FNQ; G.Beruldsen (Cape York , Iron Range ); Emu Tours
(in assoc. with RAOU ) -Australia and Africa; and Northern
Territory Tourist Commission (Aboriginal tours ).

There is insufficient space for detail in the Newsletter so

copies of these pamphlets are available from me at Club
Nights or by telephone (547118).

MREARER RN
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The planned camp date proved to be unpopular, due no doubt to the
proximity of Easter, but nevertheless five Atlassers took the
opportunity to spend a few nights en route to "Carlton".

We camped in the shadow of the Wallabadah Rock - an lmposing presence,
to say the least, with the gurgling Teml Creek at our front door. The
wveather was fine, clear and mild and there was evidence of some raln
just prior to our stay. However, the country 1ls really stressed, and
has not yet recovered from the prolonged drought conditions,.

We recorded a total of 61 specles for the camp, which did not seen to
reflect the perceived potential of the property, and a further visit,
perhaps in Springtime would be well warranted. We did enjoy the
interactlion of Wedge-tailed Eagles [(of which there were many] and
Peregrine Falcons, vying for supremacy of the air-space around the top
of the rock, and the nightly choral contribution of a large flock of
Sulphur-crested Cockatoos as they settled down for the night close to
our camp. By contrast, the morning's departure went entirely
unnoticed, and unsung.

LEE R EEEERER]

Only three starters at this outing, which took place in delightful
surroundings, matching the almost perfect Autumn weather.
White Box, a former logging camp, is lightly-timbered woodland, with
Ironbark and White Box, Grey Gum, some heathland, and Casuarina.
Sixty-elght specles were recorded for the week-end, with highlights
being eleven specles of Honeyeaters, Weebills nesting rather late, but
with young in the nest, Glossy-black Cockatoos, Chestnut-rumped
Hylacola, Emus, who evidently checked out our camp closely during the
night, and the presence of a flock of 20 -30 Turquoise Parrots.

Sue Hamonet

(AR E R ERSRY

East becomes west, until a little bird
gives the game away

watchers.' The {nappropriate

THOSE eagle-eyed Hunter Valle Hamonet, of S Point. You
™V addictas haze done ' it “‘m)!' see, Sue's a birdwatcher and she ::“"d °:‘vht:'° Peop “s‘:l“'.
But pity the poor moviemaker, as knew it wasn’t the Indian Ocean 'bu“t u.long agobh.-_ lbed'm"m' Bue,

‘getting things right' must be a
nightmare these days, Just after

dnight last Monday, Newcast-
le's replica steamship the William
the Fourth briefly hove into view
on a TV historical epic as a
Government gunship was trying
to stop Irish rebels escapmx to
freedom at sea off Western Aus-
tralia in 1876, Well, those acenes
were mainly
near Wollongong, and a recent
Topics column on the subject
solved a problem for Mra Sue

off Kiama,

off Western Australia simply be-
cause the movie's soundtrack gave
it away!

‘YOU could hear the Eastern
Whipbird in the bacl

kground
-and that's in NSW,! Sue said in

a gently tone. ‘It's
annoying for . birdwal
when some like that's not

right, not. authentic. Some-

times movies just seem to

‘throw in a birdcall for ahn‘{
- reason. But it perturbe us bird-

Newcaotle Herald - 3rd February, 1992.

peoved when she watched an

‘episode of TV's Patrol Boat

(much of which was filmed
around the Hawkesbury
River). ‘One episode was set in
the Northern Territory's Gulf
Country but behind the sound
of men rowing a whaleboat
was a lyrebird’ she  sald.
“That’s only found as far north
as the coastal border ranges.’
Moviemakers out there, take
note.
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EXCURSION TO DORA CREEK

.Sunday, 24th May, dawned bright and sunny - a change after the
cold winds .and pouring rain df the day before. A party of 10
members met at the car park at Dora Creek “and walked along thq
waterfront reserva towards the mouth of the craek.

Immediataly we noticed a number of water birds: a royal spoonbill’
‘and some seagulls were, feeding on the other bank, and wood ducks,
black ducks, and chestnut teal were swimming in the creek. Later
we noticed some mallards and a few grey teal. There were plenty _
.. of cormorants of all kinds -.-black, little black, pied and little .
piad. ‘The little black cormorants ware in large. flocks of up to

a hundred, somaetimes parched in trees, at other times wheeling '
lround overhead : S '

'Othar waterlbtrds and waders. included several ibis, white-faced
herons, a mangrove heron, . large egrets, little egrets, a cattle
‘agret, pied stilts, Caspian terna with their bright red bills,

. two Flocks of black swans, and of course the pelicans - sometimes
Fiahing, sometimes taking off, sometimes soaring round eoverhead.

One darter was seen perched on the other side of the creek, and . e
masked plovers made themsalves-obvious-éverywhera with their o
screeching. , ) . oo L e

In the trees were noisy‘miners. magples, currawongs, magpie—
larksg, willie wagtails, a grey butcher-bird, and aone grey ~
fantail,  Crested plgeons waere commonly seen perched on electric
'wtring, and in the distance we could see-a flock of domestic

- pigeons wheeling round. The white-faced pigeons seen in a paper-
bark tree were a first for many members, as were also the bar-
shouldared dnves, one of which obliged us by sitting on a clothes
line near the. far end of our walk. On the way back we saw a
flock of common mynahs and a starling, as well as a good view of
“a pair of black-faced cuckoo-ﬁhrikeq. “A few kookaburras were

: saen, and unexpectedly a pair of sacred king#ishers. '

Sevaral galahs were sighted Feeding on the nuts on a maﬁle-(or : —
plane?) tree. Eastern rosellas were seen several times, and
there was one s:ghting of rainbow lorikeets.

The'raptors were represanted,by a whistling kite, and small birds r
by a few yellow thornbills and a family of blue wrens; the ~
latter ware feeding among the mangrove roots, which is not where .

one usually expects to .sae them.

Birds which were heard but not:seen included a whip-bird, a grey
shrike-thrush, a fan-tailed cuckoo, a little wattle-bird, and a
vyellow-faced honeyeater. Altaogether we either saw or heard more
than Fifty birds; a good count for an area where we were always
‘close to houses. S - '

) . _ Don Halliday
Mumber of opecies recorded 58. |

flyuna Bay.

After morning tea 8 members proceeded to Myuna Bay, where the moot
ing oluervations were a Shining Bronze-cuckoo and the nest

of a Whistling Kite, with one adult feeding young. The adult was

seen leaving the neot with the remains of a Lioh in its taLana.

171 opecies were recorded giving a total for the morning of 69.



9.

COnINg EVENTS.

Sunday 21 June. Field Day: Walka/Morpeth/Tenanlit,
Meel: flacDonalds, ( Shopping
Centre -~ 7.30 a.n. _
Contact: Peler McLauchlan ~ 333224.
wm‘-d 4/5 Mc m m' (72 wm‘ W Slw/te. Tomlto
Contact: Sue Hamonet - 581023,
Wedneoday 8 July. CLUJI% : Shoatland Wetland Centre - 7,30,
: Weber - a UWorld famous Bird
- Slideas.
Diacusadon: Su.pe/w Lyrelrird.
Sunday 719 July. Field Day: Taronga Park Zoo, S
Meet: Ineide top entrance of Zoo - 1 p.m.

For a dook behind the scenes.
Contact: Alan Stuart - 5285649. .
‘Alan needs eome indication of numbekrs, please ring him
Al poeoeille memberes to make their own way to Zoo -
the Zoolink ticket {from the SRA 4o worth conedidering.

Weekend 8/9 Augudt. Atlae Outing: Bretiti.
Contact: Sue Hamonet - 587023.
Wedneoday 12 Auguet. %& - Shoatland Wetland Centre - 7.30.
2 Ann Hatton - Birde of Gt. Baitaln.
Dlocusodon: Figbd,
Sunday 23 Auguot. Field Day: Point Wolotonecraft/Munmorah.
Meel: Coles Car Park, Swansea - 7.30 am.*
Contact: Diane Rogers - 761686,

*alternate meeting place - entrance
2o Munmorah SRA at 7.45 am.
Please note - there is an entrance fee to Munmorah SRA

The above information whilet ae accurate ae possilde ohould be checked nearer

® to Field Days etc., with the contact person. An update of activities will be

given at Clubnightae. R,

Mwbmmwmdedo,numwmnbmmmandTwMW )
AL members are welcome to Loth categories of outinges, however the Field

Day may Ve the leot for beginners, dezuuuau:;cowuaﬁamqu
group and a venue cloder to llewcastle. Experienced members are availalle
20 asediot the leso experienced. Relative leginneros may a,l/:o{,uutthe.ﬂzu.a,o
ou/bumavtuembwtmbwwuibemumexpmed 'quidance' leos
Likely.

(XL LR ER XN ]

Ddocusosion Birde. This ie a new segment of the Clubnight agenda. fMembero
are Anwdited to contrilute their personal comments, oleservations and experiences
with the designated bird. UWe hope to dioetil oome of the collective HBOC wiosdom
on opecific lirds - queotions are aloo welcome,

(EEEREEREX R

Contributione from menbers of HBOC are welcome and the deadline for the
Auguot/September newoletter is 30th July.

The otatements and opinions expressed 4in this newsletter are the responoilility
of the auwthors concerned.

The HBOC relies on the reputation and integrity of advertisero for the quality
and nature of their products and services.

Editor .



Why?

To ses the Chwstiwt-breasted Whiteface or the Cibber Chet, or any

of the other epecisl arid rogion birde you would Q0 to the

Strezlecki in lete winter,

Vhy? The countsyside is at its best reyenerating with the
winter ralng and befose the beat parches the tlors,

And this i the Resting season theate whea the birds ace
most active,

To ses the Red-lorod Mhistler or the Halles Emu~wren of sy of tiw
Dﬂ\:l’ specis) Malles birde you would go to the Little Desert in
spring.

Uhy? Agala this ds the time of Llota seyensration sfter the
wintesr calns and befosre the heat makes the Kalles
uvacamfocrtable, Again this is the nsstiag season wvhen
the birds axe most active.

If you want to leok for birds $n the ulpinu country you would 90

in the sarly susmer,

Mhyt? Zaslier than that there 1s too much smow asowad sad by
the end of suamer most of the birds have (inished their
breeding cycle and are thus mose ditricvit to (ind,

To sss the Red-bellied Pitta, the Chestout-bressted Cuckoo, the

Yollow-legged Flycatchor, end all of those other specis) Cape York

birds you go ia Januery.

Vhy? Its ‘spring time* for the flors. Lush and green with
the Cape York 1illies and othec wild CLiowers in full
blosm, .

And its “spring time® and nesting time for the birds,
the peciod of greatest activity,

And vith che accivel of the tisat showers lesding wp to

Che vet sesson, {Pebruary/Naseh) the algrants accive ta
bsved,

And when $¢ calne i¢ usually ul)u at ajght,

And its NOT HOT, {the Gloud cover kaeps the temporature
dowa), resely over 30°C; cooler than many sumwer days
in Nelbovine, Tha hot sonths sre the Jate dty season
8oaths of Outober to Decembar,

€arlier than Jenuary end ts too hot snd dry end sverything is
listless ond herd to rind.

Later than Jemusry end it Quts » little wet underfoot.

Ang - the top of the Cape is outside the cyclous
segion.

CAPE YORK BIRD WEEK
JANUARY 1993

1f you went Lo ses the best of tho bisde on Cape York end be
comfortable, Jenuscy snd Cape York Bird Wesk e the tims to go.

This yesr C York Bird Week will include w stopover st Iron
ngo'w yo:P. won't mise out on tiw Eclectua Parrot, Rod-clhiseked
Parrot, Fig Parrot, Black-winged Honarch and Green-backed
Honeyeater.

A PELAGIC trip into the CORA@ SEA,
July 1992

CAPE YORK TRAVERSE
JUNE/JULY 1992

Cairns to Lakefield National Park
via Cooktown, then across the Cape
to the west coast, then back to
Chillago, Mt Surprise and the
Atherton Tableland.

Perhaps 250 species of birds, a
wide variety of habitats plus the
Undara Lava Tube Caves.

IRON RANGE
November 1992

Fly-in/Fly-out
fully accommodated
(or drive out and see the
Golden-shouldered Parrot)

Gordon Beruldsen,
for infarmation write: Frag gg.g Bird Holidays,
phane (07) 374 1253 pg poy 387, KENMORE QLD
: 4069

AN EVENING WITH BILL ODDIE

All RAOU members, families and friends are invited to hear English comedian Bill Oddie, best
known as a star of The Goodigs, talk about his birdwatching adventures around the world.

Bill is a man of many talents. Apart from The Goodies, he has appeared in many hours of TV and
radio comedy, composed half a dozen top-ten hits, presented fairly serious TV programs, provided
silly voices for many commercials and even sung for the English National Opera!

However, birdwatching remains Bill's great passion and his hobby has taken him all over the world
- from Thailand to New Guinea and East Africa to Eire. He has written birdwatching and travel
articles for magazines, usually illustrated with his own photos, written books on birdwatching
(including the notorious Little Black Bird Bouk) and taken part in Twitchathons in Kenya, Hong
Kong, the USA and Australia.

WHEN: Thursday 18 June 7:30 PM

WHERE: Northern Function Room; Sydney Town Hall
COST:

PLEASE NOTE THAT SEATING IS STRICTLY LIMITED AND ENTRY IS BY BOOKING
ONLY

$8 RAQU members, $10 non-members (RAOU members are invited (o supper afterwards)

' -



