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President: Peter McLauchlan.

Uice~President: Sue Hamonet.

Hon. Secretary: Peter Phillips.

Hon. Treasuwrer: Alan Situart.

Comnmittee: llarta Hamiliton, Graeme O'Connor, Judith Smith and

Jeanette Stephenson.
Other positions Lilled were:-

- Activities Oflicer: Graeme O'Connox.
RAsaistant Activities OfLlicer: Jeanette Sitephenson.
Librarian: &d Hamonet.
Assistant Librarian: Ruth Parker.

Slide Librarian: Matthew Stephenson.
Audio/Uideo Librarian: Peter McLauchlan.
Pulblic Oflicer: Peter Phillipas.
Public Relations: Alan Stuart.
llewosletter Editor: Rosemary Waymark.
Assistant lewsletter Editor: Barbara Xedly.
Newsletter Printern: Alan Stuart.
llewsletter Distribution: Jeaneiie Stephenson.
Conservation Officer: John floyse.
Atlas Recordenr: Matthew Stephenson,
FOC Recorder: Sue Hamonet.

\ Suppers: Jean Henderson/judith Smith.

— Assistantes at Clubnights: Judith Smith/Bridget Whitehead.
Messrs. Watson and Doherty were appointed Auditors.

EW MEMBERS .

We extend a very warm welcome to the Lollowing new members:-
Carre and George Southuwell Cooranbong.

flargaret and XKeith Woods Merewether Heightas.

Clubnight activities followed the A.G.0l.. Sue Hamonet presented the
unusual call of an Immature Qlive-backed Oriole, for Bird Call of the
tvening and Kay Imrie gave an iddustrated talk on the Tawny Frogmowth
for Birnd of the Evening. The Main Feature was presented by Peter
llcLanchdan who talked of the history and current activities of the HBOC.

Rlembers were informed that there was soon to be more tree planting at
the Shortland Wetland Centre and volunteers were requesied.
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The following observations were recorded.: -

Plumed Whistling Ducks at Shortland Wetdand Cendtre..
larsh Crake at Shortland Wetland Centre.

Figlind at Belmont South.

Channel-l.idled Cuckoo at Edgewoth and Cardiff.
Pacific Baza at llewcastle University and Morissed.
Satin Bowerlhirnd at Rathmines.

White~headed Pigeon at Dorrigo.

Red~crowned Pigeon at Dorrigo.

Paradice Riflelird (male and female) at. Da/Uu.go.

we e edgestaided - Eagle’ ot Shortland Ue.t.l.and. Cuvue. U T PSR
: szotac(,ui l’lqmd:, a_;t. m Pgm . :;_‘_:. LA , $ e DT
" Codlared Spauowh.awk at: £dqwou‘h Co L T ST -

Black~necked Stork at Coo/cawbonq..

S‘obtg,l.taa«t.Ca

Charined~billed Cuickoo at Buttaba.

Dollarbird + 3 goung at Buttaba.

Eastern Whiplind at Buttaba.

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo at Buttaba.
ove Heron at Buttaba.

Scarlet Honeyeater at Wangdi. -

Brown-~headed Honeyeater at Eldalong. ' .

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater at

Tawny Frogmouth at lewcastle Uruﬂvl,o«oty_

Southern Boolook at Rankin Park.

Wedge~tailed Sheawvater at Stockton Breakwater.

Shining Bronge~Cuckoo at llewcaostle.

The Spectacled fMonarch at Quen Point is an dnteresting olservation and
follows an earller sighting in December 1991 at Rankin Park. Have we
been overlooking thie species 4in the paet?

The b}edq,z-fta«d,ed Sheawuvsaters reported from the mouth of the Hunter Rivenr
were in a large {lock eostimated to lLe 70,000 strong. The birds were
feeding for haww on achoods of emall {AAIL

llewcastle Clean-up Day.

Ao announced at the meeting the Clul's contrilution would le to help at
Stockton Bridge. On Sunday Tst fMlarch, 14 members helped clean~up the
area east of the bridge. An estimated ton of varied wblish was collected
and many thanke go to John Moyse, he volunteered to le the cooadinator ’
and had to remain at his post until the truck arvvived, the rest of us had —
deft by dunchtime.

&dx}to)l,.

Library Report.

Four booke were purchased from the estate of the late Arnodd McGidd:

The 7"WDt of the Snow Geese.

Birdas of P

The youn.g Spe,u,a,l,u.at Looke at Birdas.
Birde in Base Strait.

In addition from the funds provided by the Mullard Family, Birds of the
lLight has been purchased and an order placed for a copy of Parrots and

Pigeons, the coot of this book widl be partly covered by the balance of
the luwllard grant.



"ANNUAL REPORT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 1991

Presented at the Annual General Mceting of the HBOC Inc., Shortland Wetlands Centre, 12 February 1992

President’s Report

Introduction

Fellow Birdwatchers, I have much pleasure in
welcoming you all and in presenting to you the Eleventh

" Annuat Report of the Hunter Bird Obseivers Club Ineé. "

It will be tabled for members’ perusal at this meeung

-In 1991 the Club celebrated its fifteenth anniversary. -

We were delighted to share -a tasty birthday cake at the

. May. Clubmght with 8 -founding members. "
. Unfortunately- it was-the same yeaf that thé Newcagtie. |

as one of its most active offspring.

Ninetcen Ninety One was also a year in which the
Club strengthened its ties with other kindred
organisations.
¢ In November, 5 delegates attended a weekend

workshop organised by the newly formed RAOU

Sydney Committee. This historic occasion involved

the meeting of representatives from most major bird

clubs in NSW and the ACT. The primary aim of the
workshop was to discuss the possibility of the clubs
collaborating with each other to promote and co-
ordinate a common state-wide bird project. Subject

to available funding, this will take the form of a

survey to monitor the long term changes in waterbird

populations in the wetlands of New South Wales.

e The NSW Rarities Committee was formed and two
representatives from HBOC were invited to attend its
first meeting. We wish Sue Hamonet and Wilma
Barden well in the challenging task of authenticating
rare sightings. Sue was also appointed Newcastle
representative for the Victorian based Bird Observers
Club of Australia.

¢ At the request of the Huater U3A, the HBOC
conducted a spring term course on Omithology. We
are most grateful to Marta Hamilton for acting as
course organizer and volunteer tutor. This
educational exercise provided an excellent
opportunity for the Club to promote bird observing
activities to the senior citizens in the community.

Clubnight Programs

Eleven regular monthly meetings were held during the
year. The first, in February, included the Annual
General Meeting and Election of Officers for 1991.
Attendance at meetings averaged 34.3. By comparison
in 1990 it was 31.3.

‘Bird of the Evening’ and ‘Bird Call’ continued as
integral parts of the program and were supplemented on
one occasion by a talk on scientific nomenclature. My
thanks to all who contributed to these scgments, for their
willingness and the quality of their presentations.

Special thanks go to two guest speakers who visited
the Club to give illustrated talks. In June, Walter Boles
of the Australian Museum spoke on the Riversleigh
Fossil Finds. In November, Allan Morris of the NSW
National Parks and Wildlife Service gave an illustrated
talk on the Birds of Kakadu.

Other main features during the year were preseated
by Club members or took the form of an audio-visual

presentation. Our thanks go to Bill Cambridge (Birds of
Western Australia ), Ann Hatton (Birds of Thailand ),
and Kay Imrie. and her band of volunteers who

conducted a Wader Study Night. Greg Litte, a former
-club member, presented a selection of excellent wildlife
. slides and the President gave an illustrated talk on the

Birds of M. Isa and the. Gulf Country.
Newsletter

" “The Club’s Newsletwr was publxshed six tnn&s in1991.

- HommdFumahoteeumSodaymwmm 'nn.j-fl. unda a new: bimonithly ‘schedule. . This:resulted ‘in” -

i ~“HBOC beigan as a sub-group.of the Sociéty’and r¢mains

vmgtheEduormdAmigmthnfonheopporumtyto

' produce a more. informative "publication. This

consistently newsy product contains articies and notes of
broad general interest and is testament to the efforts of
Rosemary Waymark and Barbara Kelly. For the first
time, members who do not attend activities now receive
regular communications from the Club. The increased
circulation has allowed some increases in advertising
revenuc.

Jeanette Stephenson should be thanked for organising
its distribution and Alan Stuart for taking over the
printing task from Bevan McGregor. Unfortunately
Bevan was unable to continue this duty throughout the
year and we thank him for his reliable effort during his
term as printer. Thanks too, to all members who
contributed articles and reports of Club events

throughout the year.

Membership

The Club finished the year with a membership of 129 —
an increase of one from the previous year. The total was
made up of 39 single members, 88 family members and
2 juniors. -

Finances

The Club finished the year with a balance of $675.50 —
this represents a profit of $201.15 for the year. This
unusually high profit comes partly from certain bills not
yet presented, from a return to profit by the camping
fund and from the absence of major expenditure items
for the first time in many years.

The incoming committee will be well placed
financially for 1992 thanks to the careful management
of Alan Stuart, the Treasurer. We thank Mr. Randall
Watson for again auditing the Club’s acoounts.

Public Relations

The Club continued to maintain a telephone enquires
scrvice in 1991, through a Yellow Pages entry in the
Newcastle District Telephone Directory. A total of 46
calls were reccived not including several calls
concerning homing pigeons. As usual, the calls covered
the full range of bird topics, including bird
identification, reports of sick birds or abandoned
nestlings, as well as enquires about Club activities and
how to join.

Field Activities
Ten Field Days were held during 1991 with an average
attendance of 14. The average number of species



obscrved was 68 with the most productive outings being
those to Kooragang Island (86 species),
Swansca/Belmont (83) and Stockton/Fern Bay (80).
Five Weckend camps were conducted in 1991 with
an average attendance of 14. The average number of
specics was 81. The highest attendance by far was at
Widden Valley over Easter (33 people). Widden Valley
also led in terms of species observed (111) followed by

.90 at Ferndale Park and dcsplte rain dlsrupuon 79 at .
e MunghomGap

Aﬂas Records
During 1991, from the field outings and camps, 230

B ‘dlffcrent bird ‘gpecies were recorded — “this compares

with the 218 recordings in 1990. ‘Birding highlights for

-.thcyearmcludedWhnte-!hmtedMghgquaxmea,. :
" Pale-yellow "Robin, -Spottéd  Quail-thrush, Regesit -
Honeyeater, Regent Bowerbird "and - Spectacled'

Monarch.

Libraries

The number of books, Joumals mdreportsm(thlub
Library now total 212 — an increase of 22 over last
year. Fifteen of these additions were purchased by the
Club with the remainder being donated. We thank Fay
Thomson, Alan Stuart and Jenny Meynell for their
donations. Special thanks go to Alan Keating who
generously donated a copy of Birds of Australian
Gardens and the Handbook of Australian, New Zealand
and Antarctic Birds, Volume 1, parts A and B. This
valuable and definitive handbook produced by the
RAOU takes pride of place in the library.

During 1991 three additions were made to the Audio-
video Library. This library now contains a total of 33
tapes comprising of 31 audio and 2 video cassettes. The
first compact disc was added to the library and it is
hoped to be one of many in a future collection of natural
sound récordings to which this format is so pérfectly
suited. There have been 43 borrowings by club
members throughout the year — an increase of 48%
from 1990. The library includes the recorded calls of
over 70% of all Australian bird species. I am gratified
to know that many members are enjoying the recorded
sights and sounds of nature.

During 1991 the Slide Library again provided a vital
service to members of the HBOC. The slides were used
for many ‘Bird of the Evening’ segments and for other
presentations, both at club nights and for outside use by
members. The number of slides borrowed during the
year was 345 — an increase of 200 on 1990. This high
rate of use indicates the importance of the Club’s Slide
© Library. Members are encouraged to use the Slide
Library and, of course, donations of any bird sides
would be greatly appreciated.

Environmental Issues

Once again, the migratory wader feeding sites became
the centre of concern with the announcement of the
development of an aluminium fluoride production
facility at Kooragang Island. Thanks to the vigilant
cfforts of our Environmental Officer, John Moyse, a
submission was presented to a Commission of Inquiry
raising several issues related to the impact of fluoride
emissions passing up the food chain. Following the
Inquiry, it appears that this facility has been granted a
devclopment application. It is imperative that stringent

monitoring and control of emissions arc maintained to

allow the adjacent naturc reserve to remain in a healthy
state.

Links were established with the Maitland Landcare
Group in 1991 to work together on a common issuc of
habitat conservation. An arca ncar Morpeth Scwage
Treatment Works has been targeted for a tree planting

" program. Since this locality has long been recognised as
an important birdwatching site, the Clul_) i1s keen to-
‘pravide facilities to enhance jts conservation value. -Itis- -
expected that a bird hide wﬂl be. mcorpotated in: thxs--'_-

pl‘Q]OOL

. Conclusion’

" to epoit an increase i

Although the total number of merbers has remamed

- eudnaﬂythcaamesdppemuywlamddxghwd-
) ipation in all activities and -
) mthcuscofthc(]ub‘sexpandedhbmnes The HBOC
‘has therefore played a significant role in cncouraging

members to enjoy their. leisure time birdwatching
activities. An important outcome of your involvement is
an increase in recorded bird observations. The
information is used to further the study and ultimately
contribute to the conservation of Australian birds and
their habitat.

I have already singled out certain individuals for
praise. It would be remiss of me if I did not pay special
thanks to several others who made outstanding
contributions to the HBOC during 1991.

Foremost among these is Peter Phillips who so
capably administered the demanding duties of Secretary
and Public Officer.

I cannot let this moment pass without making a
special mention of our Vice-President Kay Imrie who is
not standing for re-election in 1992. Kay is taking a
well earned rest from Club duties to share Jim’'s

retirement with some travellmg combined, of course, .
. with some serious birdwatching. Since 1980 Kay has.

continuously held either a position of office (Assistant
Secretary, Secretary and Vice-President) or a voluntary
position (Activities Officer). On behalf of all members,
I would like to express to Kay our appreciation for her
tireless enthusiasm, inspiration and guidance over the
last 12 years.

The success of the HBOC over the past year owes
much to the efforts of the management committee
members, Sue Hamonet, Graeme O’Connor, Judith
Smith and Jeanette Stephenson. The efforts of both the
Public Relations and Activities Officer have also been
invaluable. I thank my fellow librarians, Ed Hamonet
and Mathew Stephenson for again providing an
indispensable service to members throughout the year. |
am indebted to both the Atlas and FOC Recorders for
continuing to compile and maintain all the field
observations. Thanks go also to Beth Mullard and
Judith Smith for providing a much awaited supper at the
conclusion of each clubnight.

[ extend my sincere thanks to you all for contributing
to the achievements of our organisation and look
forward to a rewarding year of birdwatching in 1992.
The management committee has adopted an ambitious
activities program for 1992 that { trust you will find both
challenging and interesting.

Peter McLauchlan
President
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5.
Draft Maitland Local Enwironmental Plan 71992.

On the 22 Felbauwary, 1992 Peter McLauchlan, on behalf of the HBOC, osuwlmitted
comments to the Council of the City of Maitland on the llew Plan for Maitdand.
The oulmisoion dedt with a feature of the Draft Plan of /J;uaom,l; interest to

the HBOC, Part U111 Enwvironmental Protection. This zoning 4is designed to
protect we/t(,and/J from development and preserve them as habitats for indigenows
and migratory birdae.

Anyone wioching to read Peter's letter in full, pleasde contact Editor for a copy.

RER R ER RN

Ou,t/mg_ 1o T@lzghe)uu State Forest., . 232d February, 7992.

. Ue lu'yzd,ad, {/wm. the Chichéater road, near Band.an Grove, Lo M.e beq,uuww
._c,C-the.llwm on fdin Creek -Road . oa.ﬂwMuntaDuhq.o% )
"-:;'Summmmmwmwwmwwou
7 aim., The piciic akeas at Teleghewwy  Rliver and Frying Pan Creek’ : .
many birde but few opecies. UWe expected Pigeons but none gave
as much as a hoot, let alone a aighting. An out-of-season, out-of-sorts
.Cyw»ucdqzwea/wqmbum 4o gain Listing as a 'heard'. UWhiplbirde
were all around and called frequently. Rose Roline w»taLLoed with their
quﬁwwﬂml@ouwam,@tudwuw&do@vﬁngwew%e
rewarded with excellent views, even during morning tea.
In keeping with current weather conditions it became very hot and humid,
by 11 aem. few birds were heard or seen. /fin ioolated Fan-tailed Cuckoo
nilled and flew aliout at the noathern end of Fryping Pan Creek and kept
our binoculars busy. Lunch was taken at the care lefore we started
towards home. = Ue ULoLte,d, the Gum Leaf Hotel and the Lire tower, loth on
loumu;g,o Gap Road and at the latter, a Grey Goohawk /’,Lw acrnose our vdew
about 7100 metres away and a Spotted Pardalote whistled its ity plaintive aong.
Our Llot grew to 45 species as we came down from the heights into more
open habitat on the edge of the forest, le met the southerly change at

Dungog - rellef at daet!
Lin Inrie.
Mlo report of the Atlas Outing to the Wauchope area, 7/8 March.
Field Day to Black Hill/Buttai/Stockrington, 22 March cancelled due to rain.

LA R RSN E S ]

NORTHERN INSTRUMENT SERVICES
990 Hunter Street, Newcastle
Ph: 69 4021

SPECIALISING IN SALES AND SERVICE OF:
BINOCULARS

SPOTTING SCOPES AND
TELESCOPES

Binocular Repairs done professionally. quickly
and at reasonable rates

v -




N.S.W. ORNITHOLOBICAL RECORDS APPRAISAL COMMITTEE

1t may be of interest to newer members to learn that observations
recorded in the State of New Bouth Wales become part of the N.S.W.
Bivrd Raport for that particular year. This Report is compiled
annually by the Records Officer of the N.S5.W. Field Ornithologists
Club and published in "Australian Birds"., All records from H.B.0O.C.
are forwarded at the end of each year, and are automatically included
in;@his Raeport. . ‘

On. t1¢h J.nuary, 1992 w1lm¢ Bardun and 1 attend.d -n. 1nportant mnoting
.-hald to .sat up the N. B.Ws O.R.A.C. ~ & Committee formad to assess

‘.~r¢cord: ‘of _uriusual or rare" spccicl within the- state of N.8. H. This

body  will oparate unde¥ the umbrella of the N.8.W. F. 0. .aod ftw- ‘-5
findings will supplement the N.6.W. Bird Report. :

The aim of the Committee will be to determine which species are

unusual or vagrant in N.S.W. and to add to our knowledge of the statur
of such spacies as subseaquent reports become available. —
To achieve this end it will be the function of the NSBWORAC to review

all reports of sightings considered to fit these categories and to
accept these or not, according to the information available. The

Committee will not veject records, and in some circumstances some -
records may be re-submitted.

The Committee will also ensure that the first three records of a new
species for N.S.W. are appropriately published.

Feedback from the Committee will be regularly available to
participating Clubs and this will be published in our Newsletter, thus
keeping members up-to-date with the current status of species within
our own State.

—

As a Club we are in complete accord with the aims of the NSWORAC and
walcome the opportunity to have an input into this important function.
We are pleasad to have recruited the services of Wilma Barden as our
delegatae, and those who know Wilma will be awvare of her sincere and
dedicated interest in matters of this nature. We are quite sure that -
hers will be a thorough and impartial assessment of records. —_

Where a record is received for a mpecies thought to be rare or unusual
the observer will be asked to provide further details on a prescribed
form, and this will be submitted to the NSWORAC for deliberation.

It is hoped that members will see this as an opportunity to add to
ornithological knowledge in this State, and we take the opportunity to
urge your full support. Please report all sightings that you consider
important. Certainly any bird new to you should be carefully noted,
and details entered immediately in a field notebook. Draw sketches to
illulstrate features of the bird. Photographs, where possible, will
be valuable. But most importantly, try to get hold of somebody else
to support your observations.

Sue Hamonet.



7.
NSW ORNITHOLOGISTS RECORDS APPRAISAL COMMITTEE (NSWORAC)

Alan K. Morris

On Saturday 11 January, 1992 the NSWORAC was formed. This Committee consists of members of
the NSW FOC, Cumberland BOC, lllawarra BOC, Hunter BOC and the NSW Atlassers. The members of the
Committee are: R.M. Cooper (Chairman), A K. Morris (Secretary), W. Barden, C. Chater, D. Hobcroft, 1.
McAllen, A. Palliser and R. Turner. The objective of the Committee is to provide an informed, discerning and
impartial appraisal of claimed records of birds rare in New South Wales and Lord Howe Island. The work of the
Commiittee will supplement the NSW Annual Bird Report. . '

- To guide ‘potential contributors of records, the Committee has established-a Review Lisl of those '

. speties which they will ¢onsider.in addition 1o records of birdsYar outside their accepted range within New

South Wales. The names used are based on the Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antaictic Birds
(HANZAB) (RAOU, Oxford Universily Press 1990). The species listed are those thal have been recordedin
NSW on an.average of less than 1.5 occasions. par year in- seven.of the last ten years.-Included are pelagic

i . . &eabirds within.NSW and up to 50 kilometres offshore, tide-ling specimens, tollected specimens, road kills,. -~ -
decéased passage migrants and other spaciiens-excepling cagsd ot aviary.birds. The Comumittee has set. - . . .-

" 1987 as the date from which records made can be appraised, afthouigh older records may b rexiewed at the. S

Committee's discretion. :

Contributors are encouraged to keep full field notes on unusual birds that they see, as such notes will
be of major importance in the assessment of records. While a submission form exists, It is not necessary to
use this when making submissions. Any submissions should be sent to The Secretary, NSWORAC, 1
Wombat St, Berkeley Vale NSW 2259. '

DRAFT REVIEW LIST
as of 1 December 1991

Common Name Sclentitic Name
Fiordland Penguin Eudyptes pachyrhynchus
Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora
Grey-headed Albatross Diomedea chrysostoma

Sooty Albatross

Light-mantled Sooty Albatross

Southern Fulmar
Kermadec Petrel
Herald Petrel

Tahiti Petrel

Kerguelen Petrel

Mottled Petrel
Soft-plumaged Petrel
White-necked Petrel
Cook's Petrel

Juan Fernandez Petrel
Blue Petrel

Broad-billed Prion
Medium-billed Prion

Grey Petrel

Black Petrel

Westland Petrel
White-chinned Petrel
Streaked Shearwater
Audubon's Shearwater
Pink-footed Shearwater
Manx Shearwater
Grey-backed Storm Petrel
Black-bellied Storm Petrel
White-bellled Storm Petrel
Common Diving Pelrel
Georglan Diving Petretl
Red-tooted Booby
Masked Booby

Brown Booby

Black-faced Shag

Grealer Frigatebird

Phoebetria fusca
Phoebetria palpebrata
Fulmarus glacialoides
Pterodroma neglecta
Pterodroma arminjoniana
Pterodroma rostrata
Pterodroma breviroslris
Pterodroma inexpectata
Pterodroma mollis
Pterodroma externa
Pterodroma cookli
Pterodroma cervicalls
Halobaena caerulea
Pachyptila vittata
Pachyptila salvini
Procellaria clnerea
Procellaria parkinsonl
Procellarla westlandica
Procellaria aequinoctialis
Calonectris leucomelas
Puffinus lherminien
Puftfinus creatopus
Putfinus puftfinus
Oceanites nereis

Freqatta tropica

Fregatta grallaria
Pelecanoides urinalrix
Pelecanoldes georgicus
Sula sula

Sula dactylatra

Sula leucogaster
Leucocarbo fuscescens
Fregata minor



Common_Name Sclentific Name
Red-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon rubicauda
Pied Heron Ardea picata

Great-billed Heron
Cape Barren Goose
Burdekin Duck
Northern Shoveler
- Cotton Pygmy-Goose
~ Green Pygmy-Goose: _
: Red Goshawk - ' )
'Black-breasted Butlon-qual[
Red-backed Button-quail
. Corncrake
.. . American Golden Plover .
‘Ringed - Plovor o
© Oriéttal Plovér -
- Uptand Sandplper
Redshank -
Asian Dowitcher
Hudsonlan Godwit
White-rumped Sandpiper
Balrd's Sandpliper
Western Sandpiper
Long-loed Stint
Little Stint
Cox's Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Red-necked Phalarope
Wiison's Phalarope
Oriental Pratincole
South Polar Skua
Sablne's Gull
Franklin's Gull
Black Tern
Arctic Tern
Roseate Tern.
Black-naped Tern
Fairy Tem- -
Common Noddy
Black Noddy
Grey Noddy
Torresian Imperial-Pigeon
Flock Bronzewing
Squatter Pigeon
Double-eyed Fig-Parrot
Night Parrot
Paradise Parrot
Bourke's Parrot
Scarlet-chested Parrot
White-rumped Swiftlet
Barn Swallow
Yellow Wagtait
Yellow-headed Wagtail
Song Thyush
Pink Robin
Red-lored Whistler
Thick-billed Grasswren
Banded Whiteface
Black-eared Miner
Purple-gaped Honeyeater
Yellow-bellied Sunbird
Yellow Chat
Black-throated Finch

Ardea sumatrana

Cereopsis novaehollandiae
Tardonra radjah

Anas clypeala
Nettapus-coromandalianus .

. Nettapus pulchellus
' Erythromorchls radialus’

Turnix melanogaster -
Turnix maculosa
Crex crex

- . Pluvialisdominica .- -
-7 ".Charadrlus hlatlculd

r-}.-f:chamms -
.Bactramia Ionglcauda

Tringa totanus
Limnodromus semipalmatus
Limosa haemastica
Calldris ftuscicollis
Calidris balrdil

Calidris mauri

Calidris subminuta

Calidris minuta

Calidris paramelanolos
Tryngites subruficollls
Phalaropus lobatus
Phalaropus tricolor
Glareola maldivarum
Stercorarius maccormickl
Larus sabinl

Larus pipixcan
Chilidonilas niger
Sterna paradisaea

Sterna dougalli

Sterna sumalrana -

Sterna nereis -

Anous slolidus

Anous minutus
Procelsterna alblvittata
Ducula spilorrhoa

Phaps bhistrionica

Geophaps scripla
Psittaculirostris diophthalma
Geopsilttacus occidentalls
Psepholtus pulcherrimus
Neophema bourkii
Neophema splendida
Collocalia spodiopygia
Hirundo ruslica

Motacilla flava

Motacllla citreola

Turdus philomelos

Petroica rodinogaster
Pachycephala rulogularis
Amytornis textilus
Aphelocephala nigricincta
Manorina melanolis
Lichenostomus cralilius
Neclorinia jugularis
Ephthianura crocea
Peophila cincta cincta

Entries in bold print are on the RAOU Review List for Australia
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ANTARCTIC DREAM

+

Last Christmas Joe and I went on a trip of a life time cruise from Tierra Del Fuego to the
Antarctic Peninsula. Not for us the luxury cruise with casinos and discos; our ship was a Russian
hydrographic research vessel with room for only 38 passengers, with the sort of comforts provided

" for Russian scientists. The Professor Molchanov is only the size of the South. Steyne; which seemed

to be a remarkably small vessel to be battling the potentially enormous seas of the Drake Passage.
It is, however, an ice strengthened ship and the captain and crew, who all come from Murmansk,
have consxderable expenence in ice bound waters.

con * The tnp was - not aspecxﬁc-bxrdmg trip( forturiately, otherwise Joe would not have been ;..'
. -f-mtermd!)btnomunmtfaﬂtotakeanmmutmthebkdhfeunmaksup-mh¢hrgeand.. s

visible proportion of the ocean:and Antarctic ecosystems. On board were three leaders, the leading
Australian naturalist, Vincent Serventy, mountaineer Greg Mortimer and Antarctic explorer Colin
Monteath. All three were ever willing to answer our numerous queries and were a mine of
information regarding life in the Antarctic.

The cruise started from Ushuaia on the Beagie Channel. Ushuaia developed around the
estancia of the first successful Welsh settlers of Tierra Del Fuego who managed to make contact
with the indigenous Yahgan and Ona Indians.(Jimmy Button and Fuega Basket, two "savages" that
Charles Darwin took back to England aboard "The Beagle" were Yahgans from Ushuaia) It is now
an Argentinian duty free port that has attracted a host of electrical manufacturing companies.

We set off down the Beagle Channel in the early evening past sunken ships carrying bibles,
strange rock formations like rows of terraced houses and between beautiful green and ochre hills
and snow capped mountains.As the sun dipped below the hill tops we headed south for the
notorious Drake Passage and the Antarctic.

The seas were moderate, for the Drake Passage. In our round bottomed icebreaker we
pitched and rolled. Faces turned green and disappeared to berths or the deck. Unfortunately my
bird watching was severely curtailed by seasickness; I managed stints of fifteen minutes before I
had to go and lie down.

The ocean birds were tremendous to watch. The ship was doing a steady 10 knots and
these birds appear to just hang in the air beside or behind the ship. Occasionally they would
swerve off to on side and go right down to the water, only to rise again to a position some 20m
about the waves. (See diagram below for the theory behind this flight pattern.)

Of the pelagic birds I think my favourite is the Cape Pigeon or Pintardo, literally painted
bird (Daption capensis). With it’s black and white plumage and low flight it provided a strong
contrast to the dark ocean. Other sea birds seen during the crossing of the Drake Passage were the
graceful Sooty Albatross (Phoebetria fusca), the Southern Giant Petrel (Macronectes giganteus)
with it’s heavy yellow beak and single tube nose and the Grey headed Albatross (Diomedea sp). We
saw Wilson’s storm Petrels (Oceanites oceanicus) pattering across the waves and Broad billed
Prions (Pachyptila vittata) skimming the sea for plankton. The Broad billed Prion is also known as
the whale bird; where there was plankton for the birds the whalers also found whales.

As we crossed the Antarctic Convergence the water temperature dropped and the seas
grew calmer. Here the weight of ice on the ocean surface dampens the effects of the waves, making
conditions far more pleasant for those with weak stomachs. We sighted numerous blue white
icebergs, some tabular, others of imagination defying shape and then we saw land, stark and black
rising above the brilliance of the ocean. On New Years Eve we anchored and celebrated the coming
of the new year and the raising of the red, white and blue Russian flag on the Professor
Molchanov.
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Penguin rookeries smell. They are also noisy, but that is soon forgotten in the delight of
watching these entertaining birds. We saw three species of penguin, Adelie (Pygoscelis adeliae),
Gentoo (P. papua) and Chinstrap (P. antarctica). By landing at various latitudes on the Antarctic
Peninsula we gained a fascinating insight into penguin breeding habits ,seeing various stages from
egg incubation to half grown chicks. The Adelie penguins looked as though they were wearing big
fluffy slippers as they stood with theit backs to the wind with two sooty grey chicks at their feet.
The Sheathbill (Chorionis alba), the scavengers of the land keep the rookery tidy and the Great
Skua (Catharacta skua) and McCormxcks Skua (Catharacta maccormzckz), prey .on the weak and.
.smk. ) . . . . . Lt s

'The Blué ' eyed Shag '(PhalatrbCOraic dtfzceps) 1s' often foﬁnd 'nestmg in the penguin
rookeries, maybe through shortage of snow and ice free land. This cormorant looks similar to our :
_— GreatpnedCormorant, untd you seethe smallyeﬂcw crestatthgtop oft.heheakand the bnlhant oL
."-blneofthem ‘ N - _ , e RS

From a dxstame the’ Antarctlc landscape appears hostile a.nd sterile, close up every posmble
niche is exploited by some form of life, specifically adapted to the rigours of the environment. Man
is clearly least well adapted, but modern technology enables even tourists to visit this marvellous
world, with a minimum of discomfort. It was a trip to remember and one that I would thoroughly
recommend to anyone, bird watcher or not.
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Net thieves disrupt migratory bird studies

By KIRSTEN STOOP
Staff Reporter

IMPORTANT volunteer studies on the
migratory birds of Kooragang Island,
Coffs Harbour and Sydncy has been
halted by the theft of $1500 worth of
special netling equipment from
Kooragang Island o January 26. -

Members of. the. NSW Wader Siudy‘

Group appealed yesterday for any
information on the theft, which has left
them unablc (o properly carry out their

. studies,
Fhe 20 inetre by 14 metre net -and

- related cquipmerit’ was . stoledt while - .

- members of the group were carrying out
research at Kooragang Island.

One of the mcmbers, Mr Fred Van
Gessel, said ycsterday, ‘I checked the net
at 1.30 a.m. and everything was hunky
dory.’

Mr Van Gessel said, ‘When I came back
at 6.30 am. it was gone.”

Mr Van Gessel said he (elt certain the
thieves were walching the greup aund
planned to use the equipment for illegal
bird: catching, prawn netting or possibly
for the protection of fruit trees.

‘I just Impc that sooncr or Iater thcy wdl
be callgl\l in somc illcgal activity,” he
said. - -

The eqmpmenl Was mmully funded by
the groups voluntecrs in the 1970s when

studies first began into the birds which’ -
come (o the arca each year from Asia,- - -

Japan and Siberia.

JAPANESE MIST-NET BAN

~ After persnstent pressure from the Wild

— Bird Society of Japan (WBS}), ICBP and

other environmental groups, a ban by
the Japanese government on the pos-

. session, sale or export of mist-nets came

into effect on 15 September this year.
Up to three million birds each year
were caught for consumption in mist-
nets in Japan. The use of mist-nets for
anything other than scientific purposes
has been illegal since 1950, but the law
proved largely ineffective, mainly be-
cause it did not make any attempt at all
to control the sale or possession of the
nets.
Moreover, the birds that are killed in

~~Japan are just the tip of the iceberg. A

significant proportion of the millions of
migralory birds that are killed in the

Mediterrancan cach year are caught in
mist-nets, almost all of which are manu-
factured in Japan.

At the 1990 World Conference in
New Zealand, ICBP passed a resolution
calling on the Japanese government to
ban the production, sale, possessidn,
transfer and export of mist-nets. Prior
to this, WBSJ had collected 380,000
signatures from all over the country on
a petition to ban the nets.

This new law is of course welcomed
by ICBP and WBS). The fear is that
manufacturers in other countries will
expand to fill the gap leftin the market.

In the long-term, the most effective
way to halt the netting of birds is to
remove demand for them. Japan cur-
rently imports frozen birds, whose cap-
ture is prohibited within the country,
for consumption. WBS] are now press-

YY1

The birds arc caught, weighed, tagged,
measured and rcleased.

‘It's not only cxpensive to replace, we
rely on our members” donations and we

~don’t have any moncy.” Mr Van Gessel
said.

One of the researchers based in
Newecastle, Mr David Geering, said the
group had a few smaller.nets it could use
until the large net was replaced. - :

‘It will be a lot of hard 'work before it is
replaced,” he said.

Any infStmation caa hc given to
Mayfield Police Station.

. Thie Newcastle. Hersld
Thursday, February 6, 1992

ing the government to ban this trade,
which not only provides a market for
other countries to supply, it also affords
cover under which poachers within
Japan <an sell their ill-gotten gains.

Decembenr, 1991.

The Newsletter of the
International Council
for Bird Preservation.

Moat members will be aware of the recent publicity given to the poor

old Pied Curravong.

It - is the belief in some quarters that this

species has increased to plague proportions and should be the subject
- of .a culling programma, because of the Currawong’s habit of plundaring
the nests of smaller species.
Many reasons are given. for the bird's population explosion and: there

is much daebate about where to point the finger.

In the meantime,

however, R.A.0.U. would really like to know just how rapidly the

population is growing in NS8W and ACT,

offer assistance.

We are asked to conduct a Currawong survey each month.

and this is where members can

All you need

-to do is to visit the same site each month and count the Currawongs.
The site selected can be your own back garden, or street, an urban

. park, or public reserve, or a natural piece of bushland near you.
‘Pleane record the name and location of the area of study, its size (in

hectaresl,
count (in minutesl.

the date and time of your survaey,

and the duration of your

Records should be sent to Stephen Ambrose, RAOU, C/- Australian
Museum, P.0. Box A285, Sydney South, N.8.W. 2000 (Phone 02. 339.
lodge your monthly figures with the records
officer on Club night, and“have the results forwvarded in total.

81683). If preferred,
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MARCH MEET I,

—

At the Clubnight held on Wednesday 11th Narch, Sue lamonet presented the
Owlet~nightjar for Bird Call of the Evening. TFox Bind. of the Evening

€d Hamonet gave a talk on scientific nomenclature, featuring an Adentifd~
catlon quiz on ten Lirds based on interpretation af. schentific names and
other clues. The Main Featwre was a talk by Mark Naher {rom Maitland
Landcare outlining their various activities.

' Oboe/wa/bi,otw Jz,eco@d,e,d wele: - ‘

T Scarlet, Honejeater at Ellalong. .

" Sooty Oypstercatcher at Newcastle.
Pacific Baga at. Bonnelle Bay. -
Channel-bilded Cuckoo at llew. Lamlion.

" v pied Butcheibind ‘at fléw Lambton and Walleend. -

" gloedy Black Cockateo at Brightwatere. -
Mountain Duck at Lake Liddell.

Painted Snipe at Wallie Creek. ;

White-breasted Sea-eagle at Fullerton Cove.

Black Bittean at Buttaba. :

150 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos at Uallda Beach near Sawitell.

mwgme-mumwa,tsmmwwmwcm.

Intereoting to oce the record for Painted Snipe at Wallls Creek. llot a
opecies whilch 4o oflen seen 4o

It should e noted that the obeervations ae {loted are thode b
e e noti Leen v ayl watl.
2 may e auv e. Recoade OfLLicer.

Fomat of Clubnlghts.

It hae been suggested that members' contributions would be Ancreaced by
ospeciiying a opecies in advance, 4in the Newoletter, members then to bring

to the déelgnated Clubnight o 6, questions, anecdotes etc®

Thie segment to be of perthaps 15-30 mlnuites. J¢ you have any ideas on

the oulfect or any o ne for other changes to Clubnight activities,
the Committee would Like Lo hear from Qoue s .. e giccussion in May will be the spangled

drongo, and June will be the yellow faced honeye:

conng evenss. All comments from members on these birds will ve
welcome.
Weekend 11/12 April. Atlas Outing: Mvwvwndd) Timox.
Contact: Graeme O'Connor - 531304.
Eaoster Weekend (%%a "Carlton" vda Le —
17 - 20 Aprild, ontact: Sue lamonet -~ 587023.
Weekend 9/10 May. Atlaos Outing: Goullurn River fational Park.
Contact: Sue Hamonet - 581023,

Wednesday 13 May.

sh-amld— w&udlui CM - 70 300
To le advdsed.

Sunday 24 May. Field Day: Dora Creek/Cooranbonyg..

Meek: Coleos Car Park, To/l.:;?uto. 7 adn.

Confact: Man Stuart - 528569.
Queen's Birthday W/E. %_ay_x__ Smithe Lake.
6/8 une. antact: Jeanette Stephenson - 575255.
Wedneoday 10 June. Clubntght: - Shortland Wetland Centre - 7.30.
Sunday 21 June. Fledd Day: Walka/Morpeth/Tenambit.

eet: To b
Corkack: o le advised.

The above infoamation whilet ae accurate ae posoille should e checked nearer
to Fleld Daygs etc., with the contact person. An update of activities will le

gilven on .
Deadline Lor your contrilutions to the June/July Newsletier - 27 May.
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