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THE AUGUST MEETING.

The Auguoet Clubnight was held on Wedneosday the 14th Auguet and the
evening commenced with Bird Call, the Creocent Honeyeater presented
by Sue Hamonet. The Rird of the Evening waoe the Little Corella,
presented by John Cockerell. For the Main Feature Greg Little
ohowed some of hio excellent wildlife olides.

The following olservations were recorded:-

The flock of white cockatoos mentioned in the Wm/ju,by, newoletter
identified as Sulphur-crested Cockatooas.

39 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoocs at Ellalong, heading weoi.

3 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos at Weost IzJa«LL‘aend ~

2 Spangled Drongos at Belmont.

The ineeding behaviour of Masked Lapwings near Squids Ink at Belmont.
Female Rose Roldin at Shortland Wetdand Centre.
" Southern Giant-Petrel off Seal Rocka, Mmﬂwwatuwtdbm
‘Led on chopped-up mackerel by fishermen.

3 Bustarde near Bourke. '

Barn Owl at 8 a.m., apparently disorientated, near Stockton.

Rufows Whiostlers returned to East Maitland.

Barn Owl at Edgeworth. aotie

Striped Ho at lew Univ

Reporte O#Wumme in dead Tww%ouﬂw, apparently {from lack
of Lood. Any other similar occurances obsewed please noiify Sue Hamonet.
ﬂLLiwtdoa.ppmto have left the Berestield Wetlands, aleo the water
hyacinth ie dying. Thie wae considered worth monditoring by members.

The LoaLL &wmanmervt

John Moyse gave hie initial impression of the Proposal for a Fluoride
Facility on Xooragang Joland, which he is investigating with a vdiew io
mRBalausznanmn»to the Committee of Enquiry.

llew Members.

We extend a very warn welcome io the Lodlowing new members:-
Barren Grounde Bird Observatory Jamberoo.

Doreen Bull Warners Bay.

Suoan Burgoyne East Maitland.

flax Blanch Lemon Tree Pasoage.
David Raleton-Smith Gloucestern.

Jan and Spencer Ross Newcaostle.

Adrian Ryan and PhA,L«.p,na. Hodgine Swansea.
Jean Zweck Coal Point.
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The outing to Gloucester Tops took the form of a ca-p-out and thlttee
members took advantage of the fine weather to visit this. popular ‘area
Six of us took the opportunity to have an extra day, and arrived at :

Sharpe's Creek on the Friday. This is alvays a pleasant camping site
but we found it suffering sadly from the extremely dry W¥Winter.

The days were sunny, windy and cool, and the nights very cold. On
Friday night several light showers of rain fell, but not enough to be
significant. An early morning reconnoitre to the Gloucester Tops on
Saturday vas interesting, not for the birds produced, for one could
hardly imagine less avian activity. But the higher we climbed, the
more like falryland it became, with quite a good cover of snow
clothing the forest. The tree ferns bent low, under the wveight and
looked as though somebody had been up all night decorating them vith
vhite icing. Here was a completely different world; the wind by thi
time had become quite strong, and it was so cold I found difficulty
holding the binoculars steady. Hardly a twitter anyvhere. Only the
--hardy types were abroad - Brown Thornbills, Scrubwrens and Fairy
Wrens. We tried taped calls in several different locations, but *t
vas evident that Rufous 8crub birds don't 1like snov. -

priving on wve found a bushwalker's hut ln whlch e let the occupakos

- and wvarmed ourselves at their fire. And after leaving here, ve. :

retraced our steps back to the cars, vith snow falling again, and

"coats and hats needed to be brushed off before embarking. Aall wa no
lost, however, for the drive back to camp produced a good sighting of

a male Flame Robin and an Olive Whistler in mid-road - the only spot
clear of snow. . _

The best place for birds.proved-to~be the_canp-site 1tse1£, vith
several species visiting the camps to pick at the crumbs. Yellow
Robin, Yellow-throated Scrubwrens, Fairy Wrens, Firetails, etc. The
resident. Lyrebird scratched awvay unconcernedly in the dry leaf-litter
in the forest edge and the Scrub Turkey paid an evening visit, along
vith the Brush- tailed ‘Possum. In one tent a Bandicoot paid a
nocturnal: call. : ' - : : -
- By Sunday most of the snow had melted, except for small patches in
shady corners, and our return trip produced at least two Rufous
scrub-birds in different localities, but in scrub too thick to bq,=bL
to do much except wait hopefully. _ _
. Probably the nost-lnterestingvslghtlng vas the abundance of Scaly
Thrushes, most of them using the cleared camping area, but 1in large
. numbers on all the walking trails. " Several Lyrebird sightings vere
. rewarding, one of a bird in moult, with the lyrates furled in colls,
~obviously just about to unvind. Flane Robins vere also plentiful on
the higher ground, and one Crescent Honeyeater vas sighted. 1In all a
list of 62 speclies for the veek-end was not too easily come by. The
almost complete lack of Honeyeaters was remarkable - only the odd :
Lewin's, Yellow-faced and Spinebill. 1In all we concluded that ve may
Just have been a little early this year - it will be interesting to
- see what differences can be seen vhen wve get some much needed rain.

Sue Hamonet
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How plastlcme eggs caught

a rascally nest robbing rat

- By MAX MADDOCK

HAVE previously referred
in this column to the de-
structive role of introduced
rats in decimating popu-
lations of New Zealand

native birds. The problem is not
‘only confined to New Zealand.
Norfolk Island, a relatively
simple ecological system, has only
a few species of small passerine
(perching) birds, most of which

are in serious decline.

Habitat destruction " has been
re  'sed as one of the key factors’

in~we decline of Norfolk ‘Island
bir*-~ but another has been ldss of
eg.__nd nestlings by predation. -
The introduced rat was suspec-
ted as the culprit, but it was diffi-
cul’ - obtain clear evidence. Aus-

omithologist Richard Major
:hfout .the task of solving the

mystery and came up with a Pete --

Smith Special photographic system
for the job. -

He produced artificial nests by
lining ‘half tennis balls with nest
materials and set them up in typi-
cal nesting positions. He construc-

ted dummy eggs ﬁ'on) p]”t]qne
and tthemmthenests.

e ‘eggs’ were placed on a del:-
cate trigger mechanism connected
to a camera focussed ‘on the nest

and equipped with flashlight. The

set-u.;;’g'oved veéry sucessful and he

to obtain many pictures of - .
rats robbing nestsofthqrpluucme

eggs..
Inaddmon,teethmarbm

leftonmanye“snoteonnectedto-
xthecnmem

'wneumdaablyandumthem-

cess of gathering evidence of which

are robbing the nests of -

paseerines in Australia. He has also
mmproved the makmg of the plasti-
cine eggs, painting them to look
quite realistic, '
Nesting success - of passerine
birde in Australia seems to be very
low compared with success over-
seas. The reasons have never been

fully established, although
dation has been suspected as a key
factor. .

The relative roles ‘of native and
introduced species are as yet un-
known but knowledge of them is

critical for good wildlife manage-

ment,

-“Major's analyas of published ac-
counts of predation in the omitho- .

logical literature in Australia -re-
vealed that very few actual obser-
vations of nest predation had ever
been made, although lists of suspec
ted predators were often incl
~ Major's photographlc work with

- leave
which cannot always be used
1dent|fythembbu

: arethereforeoftm amblguousand

biased. .It is important .to gather
actual records of a predator in. the
act of nest robbmg and Major’s
work is extremely unportant in set-
ting the record straight. -

However, even amateur bird
watchers can play a key role in im-

‘proving -understanding of predator
‘role in the population control pro-

cess. For example, amon the
metnbers of the Hunter Bird Ob-
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servers Club there must be a fund
of i important records of actual ‘first-
hand observatxons of nest robbers
at work. .
. Unfortunately, the majonty of
meﬂwoburnu«u never go
A club hkmmter blrd ob-
servers has the potential to make a
conitribution to ‘improving® our
knowledge of nest predation by
malntmmn mand which could: be ‘
in a
pummerioes o seporied in s

. Watdle' It is important thut ull‘
-observations are. upotted not
quite variable signs.

meets regnh;ly at _the Shortland'

_Wetlands

_If you are mteluted you oould
3 Peter - Phillips of

ring secretary
’ 528569 You may not be able:to g¢'
- as far as Richard Majors’ plasticine

eggs and photographic systern, but
by joining a club and pooling your

observations on nest robbers yoit
could help fill a gap in our knowl:
edge of birds.

{mepjohn Moyse.

N In early September a Commission of Inquiry convened in Newcastle to
~ consider the application by Chemplex to develop an Aluminium Flourlde
plant on Kooragang Island

.The H.B.O.C. presented a submlss1on to the Inquiry,

raising sveral

issues related to the 1mpact of fluoride emissions on the vegetation
" in the Reserve adjacent to the plant, and expressing concerns about
‘the possible effects of this fluoride passing up the food chain and
“having eventual_effects on the waders using thls area Ior feeding.

However,

newspaper reports of the ev1dence presented to the 1nqu1ry by

scientists appearing on behalf of Chemplex suggest that they have been
. able to obtain expert testimony to support the contention in the
E.I.S. that fluoride levels w1ll not cause any harm to the '

environment.

.Another point that was ralsed in our submission was that 1f approval
for the development is granted there should be stringent and
inpependent monitoring of fluoride levels to ensure that the approved
‘maximum’ levels are not exceeded. :

It is understood that the Comm1881on of Inqulry may return to-

'Newcastle in mid-Oct ber.
“this tlme to relnfor

We will: make use of any opportun1t1es at
the ooneerns already expressed L
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THE S&PTEIIIBER IIIEET.']LIQ.

The Sep/telldIe/zCLtdmA,qlvtwaAhe,Ld onwednuday.«tlw 77#:. the.BLut_ {
for the evening was the Brown Honeyeater and the Reed wawl,u, pmavted
by Kay Inrie.  This was followed by the Bird of the Evening, the. -
Reel Heron, which was presented by Diane Rogers.

For the Main Feature the guest speaker was Ann Hatton, who gave a most
informative and dinteresting talk on a two week tour of Thailand, which
had been organised by the RAOU.

The following observations were recorded:-
Yedlow-nosed Albatross - up to 9 seen off Bar Beach, Redhead.
Plumed Whistling Duck at Blackbutt.
White~faced Heron wading up Lo ite knees wt Stockton breakwater.
Pied Oystercatchers at Xooragang. ,
3 Crested Hawks at Rankin Park. _
- Topknot Pigeon at Rankin Park.
Mlarnsh Crakes -~ fairdy common at the Shortland h}e/tl,and Cem‘)ae,
. Scalyy Thrush - common at the Gloucester Tops camp. 5
~ 12 White-headed Pigeons at Cardiff Heights. - .~ - . A o
4 Sooty Oyotercatchers at Swancea Heads. - S _
White-naped Honeyeater at Tywrell St. llewcastle. a S e
1 Striped Honeyeater at llewcastle University. '
' SWHOWMWMWW&&MWW
Golden Whiostler at B?/L@AM

Mlax Blanch spoke on .the. Stone~curlews at Lejn,on, Tree Passage, Lcatd
Mwmhwwmcommt@uzgﬂmmd Illaxl.ate)tbacame
the HB(I:'/J newest member.

**%*%****%******’k**k

OUTING T0 DORA CREEK.
22/9/91 : .

. After more than a week o4 gale force winds, & brave souls
met at Coles Car Park at Toronto at 6.30am. ’

First stop was along the creeh at Dora Creeh, §ew binds wene

1o be found maybe due to the winds 06 the Last weekh. There was

a Larnge Eucalypt in full bLlossom, in which a small party o4
Rainbow Loniheet and Little Lornikeet wene §eeding. Funthen down

it was evident that the rnesidents are bird observens in some $onm

as therne werne @ numben ‘04 $eeding trays which attracted Ducks,
Ibis, and Teal. Looking acrnoss the crneeh we noticed a Mangrove
Henon, a new birnd §on some. After a 4w moxre - binds were- a,ddo.d

we daudzd %o have morning m

Nept J.»top was Myuna Bay. Th,u wwek.' takes you a,ton.g ‘the
shone o4 the Lake and into a very pleasant area. The wind o4 the -
Last few days must have driven all the bdirds of Lake Macquarie:
into this sheltered spot. :'_Euvbywhﬁv_w. you Looked there wenrne
birnds, and it was hard to decide where to Look 4irnst.” The
Mghbcghu were Southern Emu Wrens, White-throated Warnblers and
, Sc,aJu(',e/t Hono.ye,a/tw 2o name a §ew..

f wehadzund; ontho.4hone o4 atho.la}w and taltlied the da,y %
count, which came to 71 4pecies. This venue would make a -
pr&a.n«t owbun,g 604. a.noth,u, da,y SR )

anu;te suphmon :
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HOW will the $50,000 raised from
the book fair be spent? Accurdin

‘to the president of the Friends o
the University, Keith Barbour,
one project will be the publication
of a glossy, prestige book on the
birdlife of the Newcastle campus.
In the past funds have gone
toward student accommodation
needs, & computer room and a
tapestry for the university's Great

Hall.
) " =

The Newcastle Herald
9/8/91.

Poem: |
Inthé late 1920's Leonard Giblin.

- then aged 18 was secretary of the

first. legistéred conservation or- i

~ ganisation in Australia. Through-

out his life he has maintdined a
strong personal commitment to

.. the environment.

THE EARTH
LTweep sofily in anguish;
Torn and scarred,
By man's carelessness.
Stripped of my trees.
- To make a dollar, .
T weep silently, -
_ Floundered and tom apart,
1lie'in agony. :
- What bas bappened to the dollars,
Taken at my expense, o
Did they offer recompenise?
" They strip me bare,
As bare as their oun souds,
And wonder by,
There is no love for them.
They took all from me,
That will be theve rewvard.
" My bodly rises bigh in dust,
To choke the careless race, -
That caused it.
‘Erosion, the answer,
To man’s destruction of me,
My life blood, the rivers,
Are polluted,
" As are the polluters of me,
The air that breatbs life for me.
ks fouled. ST
. Killing thase who bave catwsed it.
What bave they done with the dollurs?
Taken at my expense. B
1 am the giver of life,
"+ Only by caning for me,
.Can I care forall.
Deep in my anguish,
1 could forgive;
 And restore myself.
" Will they let me go?
Or will they destroy me,
Andin theprocess destroy themselves.

LP. GIBILIN

- stump and works up- spirally,

' ‘Australia and, -

-species of these birds,
here are

‘the country the white-rumped wood swallow (A.

" just  as

e

Extract from SYDNEY MORNING HERALD, 1lth Novewber, 1916 .. ' -

BIRD NAMES by W M Sherrie

- co———

In reports and records of BIRD DAY celebrations in New South "
Wales one not uncommonly notices the use of names which are not
only incorrect
misleading. In

_ looking over some reports the other day, for
instance, the

writer came upon such names as "Woodpecker® and’
"Summer Bird". ° In this case by "Woodpecker" is presumably weant
"Treecreeper”, 'since there is no known representative of the
woodpecker genus to be found on the Australian continent. If an
Australian bird belongs to a family well-known in Europe,or other
parts of the world, there is some reason for giving it the same
name which distinguishes it elsewhere. Now, the woodpecker of
other lands is simply not known to the ornithology of Australia.
The bird which sometimes goes by that name in the  casual and
sporadic system of nomenclature, commonly given effect to in this
country .is Climacteris picumna (or Brown Treecreeper), a bird
whose beautiful resonant and piping note may be heard ringing
through the woods at all hours of the day, but which is
particularly arresting about dusk or in the early hours of the
morning.

There are three other species of this family ~ the White-
throated Treecreeper (C. sycandens), . ‘the Red-browed Treecreeper
(C. erythrops), and the White-browed Treecreeper (C.superciliosa)
The whole of these birds have the same habits and the - same
methods of feeding, which is radically different from that of the
true woodpecker.. The treecreeper begins at the butt of a tree or
searching the bark and the wood for
grubs and insects as it goes. . The woodpecker, on the other hand,
obtains’ its food by chiseling holes in the wood to get at - the
grubs upon which it .chiefly subsists. Unlike the woodpecker, the
Nuthatches .of Europe and America are represented by somewhat
closely allieéd forms in this country - forms which in habit, at
least, have some resemblance to the treecreeper. These birds are
the tree-runners. Both in form and colour the tree-runners are
beautiful 1little birds.: - There are eight species of them in
like the treecreeper, hunt for.their food along
the trunks and limbs of trees. ‘Instead of climbing spirally up,
they work spirally down the trees in search of food.  The family

name (or genus) is Sittidae.

To return to the nomenclature of Australian birds, if may be
urged that all those who are in any way officially connected with

. bird leagues and BIRD DAY celebrations and literature should make

a  sustained and consistent effort to.use only such names as are
distinctive, appropriate and warranted by the sanction of the
ornithological authorities of the country. Many of the names of
birds are at once ridiculously inappropriate, undistinctive,
ungraceful, and confusing. The technical literature of the
country is overburdened with cumbrous and inapt names and
confusion ' is worse confounded by the medley of local names which -
are in use. -Just think of the ineptness and the lack of euphony,
to say nothing of the loss of time involved in the constant use
and repetition of such names as the following - “"Yellow-bellied
Shrike-tit", "Chestnut-rumped ' Ground-wren", the. . "Warty-faced
Honeyeater", "Sooty Oystercatcher", "Red-rumped Achanthiza®, the
"Rufous-breasted Thickhead™, "White-shouldered Caterpillar Eater™
and so on. Where is the art or commonsense .in giving such a name
as the last mentioned to- a bird which, by reason of its grace of
form, beauty of colouration, and gift of melody, takes rank as
one of the most charming of the indigenous species of the
continent. '

"It may be admitted that "summer bird“ is a pretty .enough
name but it is entirely lacking in specific suggestion or signif-
icance. Indeed, it conveys no distinctive meaning at all. What
is meant by "summer bird" is the wood swallow, the beautiful and
melodious migrant which comes south in'such large numbers in the
spring and remains through the summer months. There are several
but the two which are most commonly seen
the wood swallow (Artamus tenebrosus) and the white-
superciliosis), though in some parts of
leucogaster) is
also numerous. But.there is no more reason for calling these
welcome spring visitors "summer birds" than there is for calling
a dozen or so of other migrants by the same name. There would
‘ ‘much -significance in' calling the white-shouldered
caterpillar-  eater, the . bee-eater, -the cuckoo or the brown
songlark a summer.bird as the wood swallow; seeing that they all

browed wood swallow (A.

spend the summer in_the south and go north in the autumn for the

winter. One of the primary objects of the naming of birds should
be that of securing distinction. . o

. Despite the work done in recent years to establish some sort
of uniformity in this direction,many of the local and other names
of the indigenous birds of Australja are still utterly confusing
and bewildering. In some cases the dissimilarity is so pronounced
that " people do not know what bird is referred to when they hear
it named in some part of Australia with which they are not
familiar. o .

and ‘undistinctive but are also confusing - and .



g*:"'[ ' PETER SLATER takes
g us under his wing to
explain the techniques
of birdwatching.

Much has beqn-made of the,;nééd for eamouﬂaged S
. clothing for birdwatching. Stillness however, is probably
- much more critical and, if coupled with inconspicuous .
rather than camouflaged clothing, is sufficient to view
most birds, »
To break up the body outline, it is preferable to have

upper clothing darker or lighter than lower. .

In classical stalking, as employed by gillies and great
‘white hunters, wind direction is all-important. However,
- birds have no sense of smell; so it is not necessary, as it

is with big game, to creep upwind. In fact, because birds
perch facihg into the wind, they present their least aesthetic aspect to an
upwind approach. Best views, that is, sideways on, are obtained if birds are
approached crosswind. A downwind approach is likely to flush them
prematurely as they take off into the wind towards the stalker, as they feel
threatened sooner than they do if able to take off away from intrusion.
Unfortunately, there are some birds that cannot be approached closely no
matter how_carefully one moves, for example, some birds of pr'eyiand waders.

. They have a ‘ring of confidence’ about them, an imaginary circle marking the

closest one can approach without frightening them. Once this line is crossed, -

. they are off. The Wedge-tailed Eagle probably has the largest ring of . -
- ‘confidence of any bird. - R - §o s

. ‘Some birds of prey, however, W.ill‘fpllow humans through the bush, ch:ésijxlg. :
 birds or grasshoppers that are startled out. Occasionally, on regular routes,

an association develops, enabling magnificent views - I have experienced

such associations with wild raptors on a number of occasions with species
including Brown Falcon, Collared szirrowhawk, Little Falcon and Peregrine
Falcon. The Peregrine Falcon, for example, followed me for a short portion of -

- my daily routine over a period of eight months and became extraordinarily
" tame. Although he chased hundreds of birds in that time, he never killed one,

seeming to enjoy just harassing them; his favourite trick was to flip ducks
over in flight. Such an association is something to be cherished and too easily
abused to be shared. - . ) ‘

Waders, too, are difficult to approach on mudflats, as they usually occur

~ where there is little cover. The colour of clothing here makes little difference.

It is more productive just to sit comfortably and use a telescope. If you have

to rely on binoculars, better wader-watching is obtained at places where one
can get close, by moving up through mangroves or behind a bank, but the

best is often at roosts where the birds congregate during high tide.

By arriving at low tide and setting up comfortably behind whatever cover is
available or by erecting a hide, you merely have to wait for the water to rise.
It is a magnificent experience to have hundreds or thousands of birds densely
packed only metres away. To be fair to such birds, either wait until the tide

- recedes and they leave or have an exit route that does. not necessitate

disturbing the roost. Arrive with plenty of insect repellent, for the stay could
be a long one. o S : : ‘ '

ATTRACTING BIRDS - | .
‘There are ways of making birds come to you. The simplest method is to-
‘squeak’ through pursed lips, ‘kiss’ the back of the hand. This will attract

many small birds. More sophis'ticat;ed are ‘squeakers’, which are wooden
" gates that make a.loud squeaking sound when rotated (available from the

Bird Observers’ Club). A small bottle of water with a cork is a cheap
alternative; wet the cork, then rub it on the glass. As well as shivers up the
spine, it will produce thornbills, warblers, wrens and others.

cont/page. 7
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VSRE_‘C_IA_I_;CO.NS_IDERATIONS B
‘Sdund L _M . ) .
- Often the best indication of a bird's presence is a call or song. To locate the LE

direction of the call; try using both ears, moving the head slightly to the left
or right until it appears that the song is directly_ahead. Distance is harder to
judge, being influenced by wind, calls from cicadas and by the quality of the
- song itself - making some calls seem closer than they are (e.g. cuckoos) and

some farther away (e.g. Brown Thornbill.) Some birds, too, are ventriloquial
and therefore very hard to pinpoint, for example, the Crested Bellbird. Itis
_often difficult to.gauge the height from which the call is being made, but with
growing experience it becomes easier to trisect direction, distance and height
to give a rough indication as to where the bird might be. Raise the binoculars
to just below the eyes, then watch for movement, trying to take in as much as
possible of the area where you believe the bird to be. When a movement is
detected, raise the binoculars to the eyes; now is the time to appreciate the
practice in the backyard. If you cannot locate the bird, revert to the naked

TTAsves vl s ie LUSD WILD Wongan
Aborigines, I noticed how they could
virtually disappear into the
lindscape - o

by standing or squatting in the shade
next to a bush or tree and
maintaining utter stillness, I used
the techniques they taught me for
creeping up on wild kangaroos and,
on one occasion, got to within 3
metres of a group of red kangaroos.
Few birds are as wary as wild
kangaroos, so it is possible to sneak
up on most birds.

The secrets as explained to me by the
Wongaiis, are: -

& Conceal the movement of legs and
feet as much as possible.

% If in the open, zig-zag so you are
not at any stage moA\/ipg directly
towards the subject nor appearing to

eye - searching around through binoculars is usually non-productive.

Movement

Watching for'movement is the name of the game and is really the hardest

aspect of birdwatching to master. The good birdwatchers register the twitch
of a tail, the flirt of a wing, the flick of a
be learnt, but only by experience...

*%%****t**i****_**i*#

| Protecting

. The . forty-spotted
- pardalote is one of five species
. of pardalote commonly called
“diamond birds” because of their
tiny jewel-like appearance.
~ This rare and diminutive
.was once found in pockets
down the east coast of Tasma-
nia, including Rinders and King
Island but today populations
" = declined to a few thou-
s. . 4 birds confined to outlying
islands and coastal peninsulars.
To preserve these remaining
 birds, WWF is funding a project
which involves ‘the rehabilita-

tion and- protection of their

habitat.
~ Boththe pastand present
distribution of the forty-spot is
inextricably linked to the occur-
rence of White or Manna Gum,
 Eucabyptus viminalis, its pre-
ferred feeding and refuge tree.
This Eucalypt provides the main
food source, manna, during the
summer months and loss of it

means the loss of forfy-s;x)s, ‘

Combined with the invasion of
aggressive birds like the noisy

miner, this loss is usually per--

manent. . _
At preésent, over half the
toal"population of forty-spot-

ted pardalotes occur on Bruny

Island off the south-€ast coast of -

“Tasmania. Much of their habitat

~on Bruny is on private land -

which is mainly used for graz-

ing and agriculture. .. |
Land-clearing which leads

to the loss of the manna gum is

. the biggest threat to the survival

of the forty-spot. The project

-aims at implementing a pro-
gramme which will help protect ‘
existing habitat on Bruny Island

-and to plant trees for the future.

‘Already the programme has

increased the awareness of the

species throughout the whole -

state. - :
There has been consider-
able progress. Under the guid-

ance of Mr Andrew Smith,
education officer with the Tas- -
manian Botanical Gardens,

volunteers are tending manna

gumseedlings, grown from seed -

collected on the island. These
trees will be used in annual-

replanting programmes on
farms, smaller holdings and -

other -land where

originally grew. <
" Major landowners

they
have

all agneed 10 conserve manna -

gum and . most are’ either

beak. Such fine-tuning of vision can

a Spot for the For

- by Dr Sally Bryant

look at it. :

& If in timber, .ke‘ep\some bush
between yourself and the subject. .
& Move slowly, avoiding stiéks_and
twigs that might snap. B
% If it looks as if the subject is about

“to leave, do not stop suddenly but -
ease to a stop. Similarly, do not start

replanting the species as
Jboundary trees or to form wind
- rows. Hydro, telecom and
- council workers are conserving
- manna gum during road main-
_tenance andin the future will be

planting them along roadsides
as part of their beautification

project.

have designated pardalote
colonies occurring in the State
Forestas “Wildlife Priority Arcas

- protecting them from future dis-
. &nbame.madditionmel“omstry
. the Department of Parks, Wild-

life and Heritage are designing
awalking trail and viewing plat: .

The Forestry Commission -

suddenly. ‘

ty Spot .

form. _near
‘nesting trees
.to enable
“visitors " to
view

beautiful

species at

- canopy level.
Chil-

dren at the

District
School have
-adopted the
ol bird and are
planting trees in the school

~grounds and gfowmg trees in -
- their glasshouse facility.

“  While it is still early days

yet, the programme has created

a real community spirit and is

- achieving positive results. It is
~héartening to know there are so -

many people willing to play
their part in saving an endan-
gered species, particularly when
& is onc that is difficult 10 sce

Dr Sally Bryant is the WWF

Project Officer for P157and isa

Project officer with the Depart-
of Parks, Wildlife and
Heritage, Tasmania. '~ .. -

this -

Bruny Island
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'~ Confact:  Xay Imrie - 52452% ox Q.a.m O'Camm

Field Da.y 20 0&‘41:& " Contact: Alan S-w.wu; 528569, - 531304.
Mleet: . McDonalda, He,xlw;n 6 a.m.

Uednesday, 13th nouemxm.” Clubnight: Shortland Wetland Centre, 7.30 p.n.
‘ ~ - Wain Feature:Alan Morris (NS FOC) BULd/J of Xakadu.

waelcend v23/24' Novenber. % Feandale Pa/dc, near Chichester Dam.
on - Contact: Xay Imrie - 524524%.
Field Day 24 Novemben. Contact: Alan Stuart - 528569.
' . a  Meet: . licDonalds, Hexham - 6 a.m.
Wedneoday, 11 Decembenr. Clubnight:  Shoatland Wetland Centre, 7.30 p.n.
- M?Wmmaammawmwpﬂm
Swwdaq;, 8 De.cemlie/:.. 7 Fiedd D leham,o/town Dam. :
, 4 o Teek: licDonalds, Hexham - 6 a.m.

Contact:  Jeanette Suplwuon = 375255,

~Thewboueuq£omat¢onu#um“accumupa“oh&4howwbedwaked
nearer to Field Dajps etc., with the contact person. = -
‘GLCLWWMW&MWMLW mu,pda,teaﬁa.c/uumu
will be given. .

Deadline for your conmbwuon.a 2o «ﬂw Decaml:u/ la.rw.a/l,y. '92 newd,e/t/t,e,z 25 llov

- . &‘*****‘*’kl’%%#*‘%%%*

| BgnocucAgs. |
Wanted - Richard &JanA : 5.78 750 requires a oe,cond—h,and pwUL of buwad,a/w
- p/Le,ﬂe/w,qu; 40 wide angAe .
M__ - DAl Op»a,ca,L Sewiceas Piy., Ltd., as me the 12th /qu:mt, 1997

have moved to Suite 1, Level 1, 10a Henley Road, Homebush IJe.ot
2740. Telephone I‘U.UIL(IQJL Ao »t/ue. same (02) 764 3476

LB A A R R R R EE R E SRR

Editor's lotes.,

7. E.xuaot Lrom the Sydney Illoluunq_ Herald, 77th Nlovenbter 1916 submitted
by Xay Imrie. :

2. The poen "The Earth" by L.P. gwx,m was taloen from the Sept/Nov 1991
edition of the Wildlife Newas. .

3¢ The article "The Birdwatcher's Craft' ln; Pe/te/c SLa,te/L was taken from
the Winter 1991 edition of Coo-e,e,, magazine of the lational Parks and
Widdlife Foundation.

4. Protecting a Spot for the '}'azu:y, Spot taken pum Ule ﬂuw/llu.gumt 1991
edition of the Wildlife News.

--Uhen.?a.pp/wacheddze.hfoud Wide Fund. #a)clla/tu/z,a Auvstralia (,Co)un.e/d,y, World
Wildlife Fund Auotralia) asking permission to reproduce articles from their
newsletters, 9wuumuwmnmm7mmmsw¢m4m
008mm»be/¢¢o-¢any,amuwe/mted,me,ot/m 404ining or donating to ithe
preserwation dnd consewation of such lirds as the ?auy,—apo«t/ted Pan,da,Lote_
and the Gouldian Finch, Mweuuadmﬂwtuwdww "
'woud,ldweTwzd{,o&ﬂa/umWLa o UWRMWG{.UL@.?B&}W

s

Level 10, 8-12 Bridge sum - organisatione throughout the
S y s 2000, ‘wordd i ing affiliated
Phaner” (02) 247 6300 o (008) 251 573. onganioations, thors cee

over 4 nwu,wn, wauw




| Phone lla:

WENBERSHIP RENEWNL,

Name.:
Addre.ss:

Please tick appropriate box:-

Fam.ily. K15

I single 313

(] Junior 33 v ’
Teeos are due on the Tst January, 1992 and may be paid at Club nights on
by mail to the Hon. Treasurer, 7.0. Box 24, llew Lambton, N,S.W. 2305,
Please return this completed form with your renewal whether renewing in
person ox by mail.

us

ene.

AIUNWUAL GENERAL MEETING.

N !Lmuzd,e/z, that the AGM will Le held at the Cludmni qh,t on Idedna/xlay,

12th February, 1992.

Ay memler unalile to attend and wiohing to nominate a p/wxy, to vote
on their behalf may do a0 by notifying the fon. Secretary in writing,
proxy to reach Smta/w at least one week before the NG,

FORM_OF APPOINTWENT OF PROXY.

Hunter Bird Observers Club Incorporated
(dncorporated undu, the ’loz.wuwu,onA J:Lco/c,pom,on /lc/t 1984 De

7,

.
l r‘“"“""‘

¢ full name)
of ‘

(address) ,
being a membler of Um Hunter Bird ()Ime/we/w Clujy Incorporated
/Le/:,ebq appouvt

(Full name of. p/wxq,)
of

: ( add/u’,oo) .
lre,uu], a member of that Clul, as mq, proxy to vote IO)L me on nu/ bahal,/ at the

general meeting of the Club to be held on the 12th. Te,lm,u,cmq,_ 71992 and at

any adjournment of. »tlw/f meeting.
Signature of membenr . ‘
Date - ' -

it "x|




