Hunter Bird Observers Club

NESLETTER NO. 8/84. September 4984. (Releaced monthdy at Club

President: Lim Perry
Hoa e : Kay Imrie
one irico: Widma Barden - 573928
Correspondence: Box 24 P.0, New Lanbiton. N.S.'J. 2305
Memslaltet Fdltor: Bronugn Taylor ~ 05602,
Annual Sulscriptions: Fanily Rate $6.00; Single $5.00; Schood
Student $L.00 (due on Lot Jam. each year)
Club Badges: 82,50 - available from Treasurer (Ed Hamonet)
Car Stickers: 84.50
Handliot of the Birde in N.S.YW. Available from Clul Treasuren.

lieetingo: Club Nlights - 2nd Jednesday of cach month (except Jan)

Management Committee: =~ leot lionday of each month (public holidays
excepted) at 7.30 pem. pub

~
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~ 7. NUTES FROUi THE AUGUST MEETING - 8th Auguot, L984.

a) ‘ttendance - 32, which included visitore Janet Keegan, Rick Tietze,
Brudan ilare, Ted Scott and eon David from Detroit, (U.S.A.) and new
member >andy Thompeon.

b) BIRD CALL OF THE EVENING: Nigel Jalker precented osomething a Little
different with several from a tare made at Jashington Jildlife Park
in the nath. of England, and. accompanied bu glides of the performers.
, Featured were a series of "honko and hiosses” from Empercr Goose (Anser
~  canagicus) - a handeome bird which breeds in N.E. Siberia and N.Y. Alaska
and which mnigrates ae far as the Aleutian Jslande.
Paradise Shelduck(Tadorna variegata) of the lakes, estuaries and rivers
in llew ‘ealand. Jhooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) which breedo 4in llorthern
: Europe and llorthern Aodia and whose nigration path takeo it to Central
~ turope, Central Aedia and China.

c) BID UF THE SJENING: Jim Perry presented the Buish Bronzewing (Phaps
elegans), one of a group of three medium-oized, plump pigeons whick
comprice the genue, the othere being the Common Bronzewing and the Flock
Pigeon. WL have Llong, pointed wings which pewmit powerful and owift
flight. The Orush Bronzewing is predominantly a coastal dwellenr ‘of
South-east and South-west Australiz preferring heathland and forest with
dense undergrowth., However, <t is not confined to these areas, and io
alseo found in or on the edge of damper gullies, where tree-ferns grow,
and dn allee ocubland. Jim traced the earliest history of the bird,
pointing out that the fLiret illustrations of the bird were the work of
John Hunter in 1783. A moderately comnon but secretives species, its
nunbers are declining due to Loss of halitat. . For those keen to olserwe
for themselves, a walk through the wabakal Nature Reserve should prove
pnoductive, The bird woually prefers to aun rather than fly over short
distances. It fecds on the sezdes of native shubs and grasses and nests
wudite Low to tie gound, making it a frequent victim of foxes and feral
catas.

Sue Hamonet
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d) GUEST SrEAKER: Colin Daiocoll, who descriles himself as a part-time Nature
Fhotographer presented a programme of nature olides with enphasis on birdas,
but including many other facets of nature, including butterflies, {frogs,
Lizarnds, insects, trees etc. Colin opecializes in shots which present the
subject dn ite natural enuironnent and we recognise the many hours which nuot
have leen s;ent to produce this faoscinating codlage. Je compliment him on his
very olbuious sende of the artistic and hie aidlity to recognize the natural
beauty around him.

2., FIELD DAY - HONKERAT - Sunday L9th ‘luguet, 4984,

hat a rodl up! 25 people in 10 vehicles, muot be oomething of a record for

a field day. The weather was kind as well ounny,with ondy a few ostrong -
gusts from the w which had plagued us during the week. e welcomed\_
severad vioitore for day and hope they cee £it to come again. DBol

Sargent, our {friendly Foreot Ranger, fodined us at Dungog to head thie expedition
into the depths of the Chicnester State Foreost.

ur Lirst otop waoe to give the newchumos their first dook at _hite-winged G ghe
feeding 4in a paddock. After travelling further along a snall bawsh area, .

100 Xoel \promising but did not add to the List, although a Pied Butche_-
Tirnd serenaded those who decided tamﬂte thie opportunity to have a cuppa.
Deternined to reach the foreot before it got too late in the morning ocur
President Lim, set the pace. At a delightful spot beoside the Karuah River

some of the group otopped to lird waich while the rest followed the Ranger 4n
his 4-whecld drive up iiountain Road.

several wet patches were dinopected lUefore traversing 4in the lower conventional
vehicles. At one such stop the screeching call of at least 20 Yellow-Tailed
isdack Cockatoos were heard ao they flew overhead. TFinally we left the ueh\/LM
and proceeded on foot and lefore the river otopped us again we had a good
sdighting of a Rose Robin who made his particular call which sounded more Like
an dinsect than a bird. Topknot Pigeons were out in number, for a oi )

of 50+ was recorded. Azure Xingliosher, Bruwch Turkey, Pale Yedlow Robdn,
Lyrebird, Green Catbird and Creoted Shrike-tit were only osome of the birde
osdghted din the rainforeest. Upon our return to the Xaruah River for lunch

our Forestry vehicle, which we thought we could rely upon in case the cars

. were in troulble was unfortunately having problems with the clutch.

A ohort walk after dunch showed the rasochiostic tendencies of some menbers \_
when they discarded shoes and socks to wade acroes the icy codd river ito

dook fLor birds on the other side. Bol Sargent related dintereosting pointe
about rainforest plants and some of their uses dincluding Chuwwood, “itronella
moored, which 4in the daye of wooden clothes peges wis cut down for this purpose

- Decauwse the timler did not otain materdial.

Reductantly we departed this pleasant area lut hope to return for a camp

at a future date. A total of 6] bird species wao the tally for the day and

our thanke to Bol Sargent and the Forestry Commiseion for his contrilbution.
Dorothy Catens.

3o LIBRARY REFORT

Duting the dLast few yeare, this Club has been involved in the Catlasing”
of the birde of this region, and the effort hao now been rewarded Iy the
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publication of "The Atlas of Auostralian Birds". llany members purchased
their own copy, Dul one has aleo Deen added Zo our Library, and the

July issue of "The Bird Clserver” stated that further copieos are available,
339,00 plus $4.50 pootage from the B.0.C. shop.

iilembers wiohing to resewe popular Uocks such as the Wlas, may do 4o

by having their name wriitten on the book-card, then it will le lent to thenm
when available. Uoual lending period is for a month, and in the case of

a ook in demand, a special effoat should lUe made to either Lring or send
it to the next monthly meeting. Other additione to the Library, all
donated {y Jilma Barden, are :-

"Birdoe of Mng" - Trevor Pescoit = a hardcover Vook, descriling the
occurtence, otatis and distallution of all species recorded in the district.
Some U/w photographs.

"A Bird Atdae of the Adelaide Region” - S.A. Owndthological rissoc.
Results of a 20 month swwey, ucoﬂetd ao 4n the Atlas, dbut with no
discrimination as to nunbers. The dntroduction outlines the methods used
in conducting the survey.

"Birdo of the Ballarat Reacion'- Roger Thomaoe & Jack Jheeler.

il very impressive "quide to identification, nunbers, dates and places',
this paperback would be a handy fiedd quide. Birds are grouped according
to halitat, an interesting ddentification key 4o dncluded, as well as a
checkliost and a guide to good "birding” location in the xregion. llot
idduotrated, but very comprehensive.

Thank you didma, {for these three interesting publications, aleo to Jim
Perry for providing processing material.

Eva van de YJerken, Ldbrarian.
4o JAPAUNESE STIPE SURVEY

The first of the allotted weeks for the Japanece Snipe Swwey took place
bLetween Sept 3 - 7. UWilma Barden, along with Rosemary Waymark and Siuwart
Johnson carried out the surwey. Thaeynoted that there was an apparent decline
in numbers at the end of the week. The owampo suwey included Cedar AL
Drive Swamp, Shortland Swamp, Seaham Swamp, Jrrawang Swamp plus another
snadd swanp neady, and fax lladdock Swampe

wenlere are reminded the dates for the next swwey are (ct. 45 - L9 and
interested parties should see Jilma Barden.

5. RUNTER 0TS TRUST

The flunter Wetdands Group hao been reforned as The Hunter ‘Jetdands Tt
10 provide a more appropriate strmucture to achieve the objectives
erwnciated for the group 4in July 4980. Among their'*aims ma promotion
of pulbic awaremess and education of the value of wetdands for wildlife
conservation, fishing industries, paseive recreation, tourism and education.

The Trust is dLooking for membership (see noticeboard for information)
and /%?ﬁl} aze holdding a Puldic lleeting and Jetdands Open Day on
S 29th September, L984.

77.00 a.me Room RC4 Geography Depit. URIVESITY.
2,00 pem. Marist Park, Sandgate Road, SHORTLAMD.
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6. NEST RECURDS.

Attention of members 4o drawn to the new R.A.C.U. Nest Record Sheet .
These have unde:gone something ol a facelift, and the new format appears
to le nore accommodating and moie ecadily dnterpreted than previousdy.
iiembers are invited (nay, incited) to record any olservations of nesting
in the Clulb Record Book, and to seriously consdder compiling a flest
Record Sheet. These are availalle from ‘lilma Barden, who will aloeo
assiot with advice where required.

7o SYDNEL o HUNTER PROZECT.

Je have received an Anwvitation from the llational Parke lsasociation 1.S.J.
Hunter Branch to attend a pullic meeting regarding the new Sydney 2o
Hunter Project. -
The scheme 4o aimed at estallishing and managing an environmentally =
sensitive 200 km. long bushwalking trail from Sydney to Cessnock and

Newcastle with the assdiotance of appropriate Local organizationd. Support
for the project has been sought faom the il.S.4. BL-Certemuw,L Authordity.

The funter Branch of the N.P.A. hao a/uang,ed for the organisers o conduc
a olide presentation and discussedon in Newcastle on Faiday 2Uet Septemberyst

at §,00 p.m. in Room RO4 Geography Building, University of lNewcasile.
For {funther information on this worthwhile project please sec noticelboard.

. OBSERUATICNS. Some interesiting olbservations reported this month include:-
Avacets = 48 Uirds now at kooragang Jeland.

iagpie Goose = 4 birde otill present at Seaham Swamp
Osprey = llow nesting at Lake Macquarie.

Ge CCuldNG SULTS. S 234d Se, e/
o el ect: The Cak, 1EXHA. Contact rneml:u

and Leaden : 19M PERRY. 432496,

Jeek-end 29 Sept. to 1 Oct, : ClilP at 'Carlton' GUNNEDAH. fleet: Gunn h
Park 11 a.m. Contact: Sue Hamonet. - 584023 ~

)
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Sunday et Uctober. FIELD DAY to TELESHERRY FOREST. fleet McDonalds
Car Park, HEXHU(., 6430 a.m. Contact - Xay Imrie 524524

Jeek-end 24/25 Nov. Guip at BR ETTI/GIRO. Contact : Jim Perry 4324696 ™~
M.B.0.CoA8UL start from Reokhurst Schood.

Friday 49th Cct. to 3ad llov. ANWAL WIGRATION TG NORTHERN N.S.4.
lleeting for participants a'ter meeting.

CLUB NIGNT. T10th Oct. GUEST SPEARER. Adldan lorris.

iianagement Committec ileeting: ‘onday 8th Oct. 7.30. p.m.
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