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A CHECKLISTOF THE BIRDS OF KOORAGANG ISLAND
SUPPLEMENT No, 1,
Elv

F. VAN GESSEL AND T. KENDALL

INTRODUCTION:

B. Finch
D. Gosper
G. Holmes

Further discover ies and observat ions make i t  desirable to present l - ,h is supple-
ment to the checkl ist  whi-ch appeared in August,  1972 (Hunter Nalural  Hi .etoryo
Vol.  4:3).

oPportunity is also taken to update t,he status of several species and maximum
numbers recorded.

. Th9 progressive destruction of mangrove,s in which the egret colony was
si tuated has resul tgd i l  the egrets desert ing their  former bieeding gr6unds
conf i rming our ear l ier  fears.  However the loss of  mangroves and aisociated egret
colony +s 19t compensated for by the acquis i t ion of  a ntemporary habi tat ' , ,  caised
by man in Jr is cont inual  ef for t  to reclaim these wet lands, - to 

sat isfy his ever
demanding industr ia l  needs.

- 
An unusually high number of crake sightings has been made during the past 3

months resul t ing in the addi t ion to the checkl ist  of  porzana rabuensis and
Ral- lus phiTippensis.

The new records,  which are a] l  based on "s ight records" have been numbere<l
in the checkl ist  sequence and a reference to their  status,  order and fami ly is
given to assist  in placing of  the proper sequence. Change of  status and addi t ional
informatj.on of species wil l  be referred to in the numbered sequence alreacly employed
in the checkl ist with page number shown in brackets.

Records are mainly based on our own observat ions,  but also incorporat .e
information submitted by other observers and visi t ing ornithologists. Throughout
the checkl ist ini t ials are used to indicate where iniormation his been supplied
by the fol lowing observers:

SGL
AM
(J5

AR

BF-MT
DG-Mr
GH-MT

- Mr S.G. Lane
- Mr A.K. Morr is
-  Mr G. Standr ing
- Mr A. Rogers

New Species for  Kooragang Is land:

PROCELLARI IFORMES

PROCELLARIIDAE

158. (p.197) puff inus paci f icus

Casual  v is i tor .

PETRELS & MUTTOT! BrRpS

Wedge-tai led Shearwater

A single bird observed on 28.10.72 near
Stockton Br idge. Shearwater species were
recorded on previous occasj .ons but posi t ive
ident i f icat ion as to species was not poss!_b1e.

CICONI ]FORMES . ,

EGRETS & .BITTERNSARDEIDAE HERONS

159. (p.198) Botaurus poic i topt iLus Brown Bittern

Casual  v is i tor .
One single bird observed on L3.8.72 (DG),
L9.8.72, 3.9.72, 2 on 2.L0.72 and 1 on 4.LL.72' .
Recorded on previous occasions by cH (pers.  comm.)
with a maximum of 4.
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160. (p.198) IxobrVchus minutus

Casual  v is i tor .

Lit t le

ANSERIFORMES

ANATIDAE

151. (p.200) Anas pLatgrhgnchos

Introduced--casual  v is i t .or .
A male hybr id recorded on 12.8.72.

GRUIFORMES

I63.  (p.202)

Porzana tabuensis

Casual  v is i tor .
Recorded on several occasions 2 on
I on 23.9.72 (GS),  l  on 30.9.7.2,  2
and 1 on 4.LL.72

Ral.J.us phiJ- ippens i  s

Casuatr  v is i tor .
One single bird recorded on 30.9.72

(cont.  )

Bi t tern

SWANS GEESE & DUCKS

Mallard

RAILS, CRAKES cooTs

Spotless Crake

LL,9.72 (DG)
on 1.10.72

Banded Landrai l

and 4.LL.72.

On 29.10.72 a s ingle bird (male) in futr I
breedlng plumage was captured" banded and
released af ter  fuI l  part iculars had been taken.

RALLIDAE

rE2. (p.202)

CHARADRI IFORMES

RECURVI ROSTRI DAE

154. (p.206) CJ.ad.othgnchus . i .eucocephatus

STILTS AND AVOCETS

Banded Sti l t
Casual  v is i tor .
One record of an i-mmature during the months
August and September L972 and an earl ier of
the same bird by D. cosper on 25.5.72.

CUCULIF'ORMES

CUCULIDAE

165 (p.209) Cacomant is var jo- Iosus

Passage migrant.
A single bird recorded on 2L.I0.72
others),  3 on 29.10.72 and I  on L2.

cucKoos

Brush Cuckoo

(SGL and

STRIGIFORMES

TYTONIDAE

166. (p.209) rsto atba

BARN OWLS

Barn Or^rI
I r regular non-breeding vis i tor .
A s ingle bird recorded on 23.9.72 conf i rming
the ear l ier  record by J.  and O. Ralston.
This species is Possibly more common than these records suggest.

Eunter NaturaL Histot ,y pooenbe?, j .g77
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A Checkl ist  of  the Birds of  Kooragang Is land--Supplement No. l  (cont.)

CORACIIFORMES

CORACTIDAE ROTTERS

Do11ar-bird

Passage migrant.
A single bird recorded on 2I .L0.72.

PASSERIFORMES

CAMPEPHAGIDAE

167. (p.209) Eurgstomus or ientaLis

I58. (p.210) LaTage tr icoTot

ARTAMIDAE.

169. (p.214) ertamu,s cganoptetus

Pasgage migrant.
A single bird recorded on I .L0.72 and by DG
on 15.L0.72 conf i rming the ear l ier  record by G. Holmes.

CUCKOO STIRIKES

White-winged Tri l ler

woop-swALlows

Dusky Wood-swallow

Passage migrant.
A f lock of approx. 100 birds recorded on
L4.L0.72 (BF) .

SYLVIIDAX OLD WORLD WARBLERS

170. (p.2f f )  c incLorhamphus mathewsi Rufous Songlark
Passage migrant.
A single bird recorded on 2I .10.72 (SGL & others).

Change of Status for the Fol lowing Species:

L2. (p.198) Esret ta AIba White Egret
Former breeding sunmer visi tor
now becomes a regular non-breeding visi tor.

13.  (p.198) Egret ta intetmedia plumed Egtet

Former breeding sunmer visl tor
now becomes an irregular non-breedj.ng visi tor.

15.  (p.L98) Ngct icorax caiedanicus Nankeen Night Heron
Former breeding sunmer visi tor
now becomes an irregular non-breeding visi tor.

43.  (p.20f)  FaJco cenchroides Nankeen Kestrel
Former r.egular non-breeding visi tor
now becomes breeding sunmer visj . tor--scarce. t t

98.  (p.208) Columba Tiv ia Domest ic pigeon

Introduced
Former regular non-breeding visi tor
now becomes breeding resident.

Hunter Natuz.aL Hietoru Nouember,  L972
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e. (p.1e8)

Tcl rnA--e lement No.1 (cont")

White-necked Heron

bird during the months August-

irregular non-breeding visi tor in

Ardea paci f ica

Casual v is i tor .
Addi t ional  records of  a s ingle
October.
Status is l ikely to change to
very near future.
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the

20. (p.  199) pJegadis faTcineTjus

Casual  v is i tor .
Addi t ional  record of  a s inqle
September,  1972; 12 recor ied
on 4.11.72 and 25.I l - .72.

26. (p.200) Anas gibbet i f tons

Maxi_mum number recorded 200 on 19.

Glossy Ibis

bird during the months August-
on 22.L0.72, 14 on 29.I0.22 and 50

Grey TeaI

7 .72 (DG) ,

27. (p.200) Anas thgnchot js

Maximum number recorded 23 on 12.9.72.

28. (p.200)

Blue-winged Shoveler

Pink-eared Duck

L.L0.72, 4 on L4.L0.72,
11. 1I .  72 .

Wood Duck

26 .8 .72 ,

Banded Plover

Malacothgnchus nembr anaceus

Casual  v is i tor .
Addi t ional  records of  a s ingle bird on
I on 28.L0.72, 12 on 4. IL.72 and 20 on

30 (p.200) Chenonetta jubata

Casual  v is i tor .
Addi t ional  records of  4 on 9.8.72 and

53. (p.203) vanetTus tr icaJor

Casual  v is i tor .
Addi t ional  record of  6 on 26,9.72.

s9. (p.203)

63. (p.204)

67 .  (p.204)

70. (p.204)

C ha r a d t ius ..1. eschena uJ. t i

Casual  v is i tor .
Addi t ional  record of  4 on 2.9.72.

GaTTinago hardwicki i

Maximum number recorded 6 on 1.10.72 and

Tringa stagnat iJ. is

This speci.es is probably more common than
l ikely to be confused with Greenshank. A
recorded on 13.10.72 (AM and others),  210
14 on 4.LL.72 and 150 on 25.IL.72. Other
the months October and November.

Large Sand-dotterel

Japanese Snipe .

L4.L0.72.

Marsh Sandpiper

general ly suspected and
Iarge f lock of  70
on 14.I0.72, 30 on 22.r .0.72,

records of two birds during
' I

Nooenber,  7972

Tt inga hgpoTeucos Conmon Sandpiper

Addi t ional  maximum nurnber of  4 on 23.9.72

Huntez,  NaturaL Histoy,u
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A Checkl ist  of  the Birds of  Kooragang Is land--Supplenent No.1 (cont.)

73. (p.205) caTidr is canutus Knot

Maximum number recorded 400 on 30.9.72'and 500+ on 13.L0.72 (AM & others).

74. (p.205) cal , idr is tenujrostr is Great Knot

Addi t ional  record of  4-8 dur ing September and 6 for  October,  1972.

81. (p.205) Limosa Tapponica Bar- ta i led Godwit ,

Maximum number recordedl000on 8.10.72 (DG).

84. (p.206) Recutvi tost ta novaehol- Iandia,e Red-necked Avocet

During the months September and October 15 and 12 respectively.

87. (p.207) chTidonias hgbr ida whiskered lern

- 
Maximum number recorded 42 on 14.10.72 and I20 on 2L.L0.72.

90. (p.207) ceLocheLidon niTot ica Gu1l-bi l lecl  Tern

Maxinum nurnber recorded 65 on L6.9.72.

107. (P.209) chrgsococcax basaTis Horsf ie ld Bronze Cuckoo

Classed as passage migrant, however, now suspected to be an
irregular breeding vis i tor .
During the months August-November 2 birds recorded regularly.

L25. (p.211) Malurus Tanbert i  Var iegated Wren

Addit ional  record of  one immature male on L}.g.72.

154. (p.215) ctact icus nigroguf,ar is Pied Butcher Bird

Addit ional  records of  2 and I  b i rd on 3 and g.g.72 respect ively.
Ear l ier  records by D.G. of  a s ingJ.e bird on 1.8,70t 4.11.70 and 4.3.72.

145. (p.2I3) PhiTenon corniculatus Noisy Fr iar-bird

Addit ional  records by DG, of  2 on Lg.8.72 and 30 on 25.8.72.

Al terat ions and Correct ions:

24. (p.199) Anas superciTiosa

For Very large nurnbers read Large numbers.

87. (p.206) chl . idonias hgbt ida

For Casual  v is i tor  read Passage migrant.

99. (p.208) GTossopsi  t ta pusiJ l .a

For Casual visi tor read Passage migrant.

107. (p.209) chrgsococcgx basaTis

For Casual  v is i tor  read Passage migrant.

Euntev NaturaL Histot ,u
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AJ: l reckl ist  of ,  the_Birds of  Kooragang Iqland:-F,upqlgmenF_ryo.1 (cont.)

I44.  (p.213) MeTiphasa chtvsops Yel low-faced Hgneyeater

Read: Recorded in small  numbers during the months March-May and
August-October.

I45.  (p.2L3) PhiTenon cornicuJ,atus Noisy Fr iar-bird

For Casual  v is i tor  read l r reEular non-breeding vis i tor .

154. (p.215) ctact icus nigtogulazis Piei t  Butcher Bird

For Casual  v is i tor  read l r regular non-breedinE vis i tor .

ADDENDUtvl
2L. (p.199) pTatafea leucorodia Royal  Spoonbi l l

Maximum nurnber recorded I90 on 13.I .68 (AR).

57. (p.203) chatadr ius bjc inctus Double-banded Dotterel

-  Maximum nurnber recorded 65 on 18.3.72 (AR, AM and others)

?8. (p.205) caTidr is ferrusinea CurLew Sandpiper

Maxinum number recorded 2000 on 18.3.72 (AR, AM and others)
and 13.I0.72 (AM and others)

93. (p.207) sterna albi f tons l , i t t le Tern

Maximum number recorded 400 on L8.3.72 (AR and others)
and 500 on 25.11.72 (cS).

New Species for  Kooragang Is land

LARIDAE GULLS, TERNS

Dominican GuLl17I.  (p.206) Larus doml"nicanus

Casual v is i tor .
A s ingle (3rd year)  b i rd recorded on 13.I .68 and
on 17.2.68 one adul t  and one 2nd year bird recorded
(AR and others) conf i rn ing the earLier record by
G. Holmes (Hunten Natural  History l -972 vol .4 No.3).
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